Dear Cottage Lane Parents/Guardians,

It's hard to believe there is only a short time Iefthe school year. | remember, as if it wereyors-
terday, greeting your children as they arrived @itt&ye Lane for the opening day of school. They
have all matured in so many ways. Your childrentioo® to amaze me with their creativity, enthus
asm for learning, respectfulness, generosity andesef humor. | attribute this to their upbringsugg

character. These attributes have helped make ¢hisayvery rewarding and positive experience fo\:l/

me. Don’t forget to spend as many special momeritsyour children as possible. Before you kno
it, they will be young men and women. | can s@limember my daughter’s elementary experiences
two weeks ago she turned twenty-one.

| sincerely appreciate all of your support and emagement. During the summer, please encourag
your children to continue to read and write. Thipexience will help smooth the transition to grade|
five and the middle school.
A special thank you to our PTA. Their support erdlur children to have guest speakers, speciaj
assemblies, book fairs, a new information sign,, RIE Reflection program, photo day, the school

store, an attractive garden, and many other afdasavement.

It has been an honor and privilege to be your thpdncipal. Have a relaxing and enjoyable summ

Sincerely,

Michael Fiorentino

yet

er!
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Book of the Month —Making Connections
Mrs. Acito, Assistant Principal

It's hard to believe that we have just receivedfmal Book of the Month for this school year. isyears past,
each teacher at Cottage Lane receives a spediafgitook every month. The theme of the book nestthe
word of the month. For example some of our words ghhool year were: col-

laboration, perseverance, friendship, patriotisna, humanitarian. These books /’

are researched and chosen by a grand team of tedabm Cottage Lane and, o

our responses and connections can vary. Sometimesnnect around a topic
-
cussion. Some books can be read over and over amgiawn new things each 7

believe it or not, we have already placed our ofdenext year’s books. w

What inspires me the most is how each studenthézaand family member con- /

in Roberto Clementby Jonah Winter or America’s White Talllg Margot Ra-

ven. Books rich in stories about children who femhe of the feelings we do like

time we read. That's what | am experiencing asatirgankee Doodle Ameriday Wendell Minor, our book for
June. This book is taking me on a journey of thenésthat gave birth to our nation, and has spanketb want

° Q * \
nects to our books. Because we all have differankg§prounds and experiences \ //
N
One Green Appléy Eve Bunting can evoke a variety of responsesriah dis- -
to visit some of the historical places mentionedsrahe summer.

Books are gifts that keep on giving. They helgaisnderstand our lives, unearth a treasure cliesemories,
connect to others, and encourage us to tell oursianies Happy Reading

School Library News
By Mrs. Bandura

While the temperatures outside aimgi, Library lessons are also heating up. Fogrrdlders have vis-
ited the Library to do research on non-fiction ttspi These topics ranged from: animal researchettistory of
our very own South Orangetown Central School QustrFifth graders have spent many hours in thedripto
research and report on a State that has been edsthem. Each student has become a mini-empette his-
tory and current facts about their State.

As the school year winds down, | would like to em@ge all students to join the Summer Reading @
at the Public Library. Continued reading throughthe summer will keep your brain active and maady to
get back into the swing of things in September

Good Luck to our fifth graders. MRavi
and | will miss you and wish you all the best ig 1
Middle School. We hope that everyone has a s:
and happy summer. Remember...it's cooltor
in the summertime!

ub



3rd Annual Cottage Lane
Sudoku Challenge
By: Mrs. McBride

May announcements recognized students, friend$aamities
of the Cottage Lane community. Participants of3teeannual Cottage Lane Sudoku Challenge were adard
certificates, and some lucky entries received grizéudos to all!

The following adults participated in the MasteriBion of our competition: Mr. Frank Clements, Nféna
Bastedo, Ms. Karen Sperduto, Mr. Rino Rossi, Megdie Watkins, and Mrs. Heidi Benson.

The following families participated in the FamiliBsvision of our competition: The O’Brien & Spiegedn
Families, The Bastedo Family, The Foley & Gottliedmilies, The Clements Family, The Bartels Faniilye
D’Auria Family, The Boiano Family, The Newcombe RmThe Spano Family, The Sorrentino Family, The
Calegari Family, The Fu Family, The Crable Fanillze Balm Family, The Schindele Family, The Shapiro
Family, The Thomas Family, and The Judge Family.

The following students participated in the Kids Bign of our competition:
Livy Bartels, Lawrence Chillrud, Cordelia Mutterlis Guzewich, Calvin
Shin, Olivia Rogo, Amy Huang, Alex Li, Emma Noon&ick DelliPizzi,

Julie Bartels, Rebecca Wang, Emily Zaruvinsky, Gaiealo, Emma Wilkin- : B ° son
Julia Cicalo, Maggie Pecorino, Annika Scilipoterrdd Lehrer, Christy Jo- T

seph, Eli Rapoport, Justina Temidis, Georgie Saadrebecca Fata, and ¥ R
becca Oh. '

Random names were drawn from each category anesprizre awarded to the following participants:
Kids: Lawrence Chillrud, Rebecca Fata, Georgie iSi¢lie
(Special recognition goes to Julie Bartels for hgwhe 1st returned entry!)
Friends & Family: The D’Aurio Family, The Spano FamThe Crable Family
Masters: Mr. Clements, Ms. Bastedo, Ms. Benson

Rmember to keep solving. There are over sextilionzles!
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Realistic Fiction
Mrs. Coatti’s Class
By Estella Muro and Hayley McDine

In Mrs. Coatti's class we have been studying raalfiction. In our Writer's Notebooks, we have besreating
characters in many different ways. First we ugmatacteristics from many different people in ouedi to create
characters. Then we used celebrities to createcteasis but we changed their names and some ofdiaiacter
traits. After collecting many entries in our WriteNotebooks, we created our
seed characterdVe took bits and pieces of information from dltlee charac-
ters in our Writer's Notebook and put them togetioecreate the main charac-
ters of our realistic fiction stories. Good sésrcontain problems and solutions
so the next step was to do just that! We made thethinking of realistic prob?
lems that our characters might have. Now we ariega&ll of our Writer's Note- % A
book entries and drafting our stories. In our s®rive will include leads, excit-

ing events, dialogue, voice, and good descriptiBeslistic fiction is fun!

Road to Revolution
Mrs. Coatti and Ms. Christie-Blick’s
Social Studies Classes
By Isaac Wecht and Michael Kiely

Our classes went back in time to explore the dorefifect in history that caused the birth of ourmtoy. The
first years we visited were 1754 - 1763 when trenEh and Indian War took place. As we were intihie pe-
riod, we found out that England and France weretiiigy over a piece of land called the Ohio Valln@ west
of the Appalachian Mountains). In 1763 the Freaot Indian War ended and England won! But, notval
good! England was in debt! England spent a lahofey during the war, and needed to make someynone
back. The King of England wanted to avoid furtbenflicts with Native Americans so he created thecRma-
tion of 1763. This meant that no colonists could/ento the
land (Ohio Valley) that they fought for during tReench and
Indian War. The Proclamation of 1763 made the deten
very angry. King George Ill didn’t stop there. Hagqed
many taxes on the colonists to raise money for &l
Some of laws were the Stamp Act, Sugar Act, Tea Act
Townshend Acts, and Quartering Act. All of thegsyand
laws made the colonists very mad. The colonistgexd to
boycott, protest, and rebel. Basically, the efaiftthe
French and Indian War caused the American Revaluto
begin. The last domino fell in April of 1775 whtre
American Revolution began in Lexington, Massachsset




Final Delivery

From 107,109& 111 J.K. Rowling Road
Mrs. Salmon/Heilbronn, Ms. Mueller, Mrs. Fiore
Ms. Sorrentino and Ms. Sullivan
Ms. Murphy
As the year comes to an end we arkig forward to a well-deserved relaxing summezaten.
Looking back we can'’t believe all we accomplishieid tyear. We are working right up to the end.

The power of persuasion has taken over our hallaywve immersed ourselves in several editorial
writing pieces, we than selected a hot topic of@wun to investigate. We researched, surveyed agdrbthe
writing process right away. After some time, we eleped from our findings, a well thought out essags
were passionate about.

In Social Studies we have enteredehdtory of Canada. Did you know our countries anly share
geographic features but also are connected inrligtaving both been subjects of England at one.tids we
continued researching we also discovered the vasouilarities between the two cultures. Both caurtries
have several different ethnicities. Although weajs knew about oureighbor to the northye never truly
knew just how much we had in common. Our Sociatiigsiunit on Canada’s Culture ended with a final pr
ject displaying the various events in Canadian life

The 5th graders have investigated the phenomenaowfd. They made their own instruments gnd
have completed experiments with pitch, volume abdation. They saw how length, tension, or thiclneta
string affects the frequency of vibration and, dfere, the pitch of the sound produced. Finallytsidied the
path of sound through the ear and the productiospahd by our vocal chords. In the final weeks,wilebe-
gin to study weather.

In math the students were working on rates. Weotlis@d how speed affects the total distance yol
travel in a given amount of time. To test this kiedge we participated inRate Olympis. Each student
picked a category such as Jumping jacks, Sit-Upshfps, etc. The students performed each actiwniyre-
corded how many they could do in a one minute. ¢ #eir rate per minute they discovered how mamey th
could do in a hour, a day, a month and a year. Beyhad some interesting results! ! ! The final maipic for
the year is algebra. The students have been wotdimg hands-on equations to show, with manipuatiow
they are solving for the variable. The studentshasen working very diligently and deserve a flilediMath
Party the day after the Philadelphia trip in honor dtlagéir math success this year! ! !

Good luck to all of the fifth graders entering tialdle School! Come back and visit us!
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Studying Sustainability
Ms. O’Brien’s Class

Last month we took a field trip irrriential rain to a local organic farm, right heneoiur own back-
yard. Bluefield Farm on Western Highway in Blauvslain organic farm operated by a group of womeh wi
passion for gardening and a desire to teach o#timrgt sustainability. The farm is situated on atfe piece
of land that was once one of the original farmstifier early settlers. The land has been preseneéarow
home to several cashmere goats, well-fed chickeayy bees and rows of vegetables, flowers antitfags.

The women who operate the farm wémd knough to share their knowledge of farming wish On
our visit, we traveled in small groups to centelere we actually had hands-on farming experientessaw
eggs being laid, we planted bean seeds for thissyeap, we fed the goats and chickens, we plaesdspa-
per on vegetable beds and covered the newspagemaddchips to enhance the soil, and we tastedglan
right off the stalks. “This is the best field tiipe ever taken!” exclaimed Chris Stanford whilefi@pating in
the activities in the pouring rain. We learned tiat animals on the
farm eat many of the weeds that are picked fronfiélé. They, in
turn, create waste that is added to the compaest @ihce the com-
post has decomposed, it is spread over the plab&dg and its nu-
trients are a vital part of the healthy developnwntew plants. It's
a cycle with little or no waste. It's sustainalyilit

The students in Ms. O’Brien’s class i the process of
wrapping up their six-month eco-unit with a presg¢ionh of several
skits about the environment. Each skit addressffesent aspect
of environmental awareness (energy, waste, globaiing and
water conservation). The students in each skitenttog script for
their skit and had fun balancing the creating @frelsters with dis-
tinct traits, adding humor and creating somethireg tvill inform  Trish Shroer, an organic farmer at Bluefield
audiences about the environment. “This day just fig,” an- Eirm in Blauvelt held a chicken while Graham

. ywark, Caroline Kleiner, Oscar Mazariego,
nounced Stephane Ceccato after a day of practicieg and creat- gieven Sikorsky and Amy Huang interacted
ing scenery. The skits will be performed on Tuesdaye 2%, for with it.
parents and other members of their team.

Written by Mr. Freeley & Mrs. Forman'’s Class
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#2.....Missing all of the wonderful teachers!

And the #1 memory about Cottage Lane is...

Meeting all of my friends




The End of a Great Year
Mrs. Rudin and Mrs. Caunitz

As the weeks fly by, students onRuglin/ Caunitz team have continued to grow as msaaied writ-
ers, mathematicians, scientists, and informederitz We've examined the features of non-fictionh mralistic
fiction, and then tried our hand at writing in bgghnres. In math we've performed computations witmbers
large and small.

Do you have a healthy lifestyle? i éinal science unit of the year, our budding stisgs have been
studying ways to keep themselves healthy, both aodvfor the rest of their lives. We learned abbatgarts
of the digestive system and what they do. In aoldjtive’'ve been studying food groups to learn alpooper
nutrition. Thanks to a special guest, nutritiofigstd dad of Daniel) Mr. Andrew Reda, we learned ltyaad-
hering to a few simple principles, we can makedvatecisions about the foods we eat.

How were the 13 colonies first established? Inamtudies the students have been hard at work
studying Colonial America and the American RevalatiAfter learning about the struggles and vic®oé
the colonists, the students are now able to apgteettie birth of our nation.

We welcome summer vacation becauserigs more time to play, of course, but also niomne to
read and write about things that interest and pleas We hope you all have a happy, healthy summer

Escape From Reality with Class 406
By Mrs. Tan & Ms. Sullivan

Our team has had an exciting year so far. As wpare for the end of the year, we look back atall
wonderful learning opportunities we have had. \&ftect on what our expectations and goals were back
September. No matter what the goals were, eaclewny student on our team has achieved his/hes goal
has made us all proud. In math, students worked tiatearning how to apply their mathematical tivigkto-
wards real life situations. Students enjoyed a remalb activities related to ratio and scale modslsvell as
played many games to help reinforce their skills.

A little pixie dust and the idea of living forevean lure any reluctant reader into the world ofkso
And once children enter the world of flying carpatsl fairy godmothers, they will keep reading faren Fan-
tasy books open up the child’s mind to limitlesssibilities and different interpretations. Like agyod book,
fantasy books can give children a chance to be gongethey're not. For a few hours they can bezawd, a
dragon slaying knight, an enchanted princess alking mouse. They can escape from the everydasspres
like homework, parents and teachers and becomemwmmportant. They can visit a world where tenryea
olds can make a difference. These adventures meyiaspire them to be brave and heroic in their dvas.

We culminated our Fantasy Unit with a party to hegfebrate our hard work on our fantasy literaturg
circles. Students learned how to explore the gefifantasy through studying noveldsing a selection of nov-
els at a variety of reading levels within the gesiréantasy, students developed their independemipcehen-
sion skills, writing skills, and skills of inquirgommunication, and design. As students journelgezligh their
books, they started to appreciate how authors ejmthem to escape reality into the adventureb®flifferent
characters.

Spring is finally here and we began celebratindgiaitvonderful Mother’'s Day Tea Party. Our classg

created fabulous Mother's Day poems and cards pallgonritten for each mother. We wanted to expresr
love and appreciation for all that our mothers adlous. However, we can’t forget our special fatressvell.

For Father’s Day, we designed a unique tie cartl wispecial poem in the pocket to wish our fathfeedest
on this special day.

We would like to thank all of the parents for thie@lp and support throughout the year. Thank yallave a

great summer!!
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Stay Cool and Fit!
By Mr. Onativia,

Well, it has been a very scientific year. The Néerk State Science Test has come and gone. Bitiljiaung
minds were able to cope with the pressure. Foudldeagscientists have explored everything from Hilgtt to
Ecosystems. However, we've saved the best, or dheelsay the healthiest, for last - Healthy Lifésty Stu-
dents have been learning about leading and maingaahealthy diet by exploring activities relatedthe new
Food Pyramid. Our scientists have also been desany how the digestion system works. They'veriedrhow
their bodies are like factories, as each orgamahdifferent role to help break down food. Haveagy and ab{
solutely healthy summer! Stay fit!

Technology Bits and Bytes
By Mr. Tanenbaum

In Technology we have been busy this year workimg @ariety of
projects. Students in the 5th grade have tried tands at makin
their own videos, while students in the 4th gradeehbeen learn-
desktop publishing. It's been a great year. Rtejhave included
robotics, bridge design, video production, multimaediesign and
lots more. Next year, we will be adding a set &3units to Cot-
tage Lane’s Technology Program, and we will be gonore ex-
citing Distance learning projects.

ing
ro-

Have a Great Summer!




We the Students

By: Laura McKenna and Cameron Satin
(With a little help from Ms. Vega-Cabrera)

During the past school year of 2007-2008, we erpesd many special teachers, events and activifiés.
spoke with our classmates about what they learndceajoyed most. Following are some of the hidtisg

Our favorite 4 grade field trip was going to Philipsburg Mante studied colonial times with Mrs.
Vega-Cabrera in social studies class. Going tt@biurg Manor helped us get a true picture of Wifatwas
like in Colonial New York. There is a mill powerbg water there, and many animals at Philipsburgdia
One thing that was really cool about going to Bkliurg Manor was seeing different people dressedlonial
period clothes. We're not kidding! They reallgdook like they were from colonial times. TheydHauildings
and rooms from colonial times too! We experientgding a mill stone to crush grain, thrashing vthaad
making “cakes” just like colonial New Yorkers diohlg ago. One student said, “I loved Philipsburghitabe-
cause | learned so much!”

One of the most challenging projdotaus this year was th&nimal Adaptationgroject in science.
Ms. Erickson had us choose and research an aromaite about. We looked through books and compute
websites to find information for odnimal Adaptatiorposters. This is what one student had to saytabisu
project, “It was challenging because | had to plat &f effort into it to make it nice.” This waschallenging
project, but it was also really fun!

One of our favorite classes in oantevas math class with Ms. O’Brien. Everyone eegbthis class
because there was not a dull moment anywhereludest remarked, “I loved math class because itsgas
much fun!” One of our favorite activities was tRaper Airplane contestlt was really fun because all you ha
to do was take a piece of paper, make an airpladélait down the hall! Whoever got the farthé#tance got
a prize. Someone on our team said, “I liked it Wwatter than doing a worksheet.” Wow, | bet yon'twait to
do this! If you are in Ms. O'Brien’s class nextayeyou will be extremely happy!

We asked some students what they learned that vibeuidost useful in the
future and they answered, “division.” One readut tivision is so useful is that it
helps you split things among people or split thimde groups. One classmate said,
“If I have to share something with my friends, Like division to help me.” So, pay
attention in math class and you'll like divisioroto(lt really helps to know your
division facts!)

We had a lot of fun this year. Fauwgtade is just one of those years that
you'll never, ever forget!

A Day of Fun in Math
By the Fourth Grade Math Team

§

What do geoboards, jumpropes and Smartboards & immcommon? They were all use
in activities during the fourth grade’s fourth aahivlath Madness Day. The fun-filled day
of learning was held on Wednesday, June 18th. Blyends filled with exciting mathemati-
cal activities that challenged everybody’'s mindsl &odies! Students traveled with their
classmates to other classrooms to participaterémge of activities that required them to apply meltills and
strategies they had acquired throughout the yeamuititude of stations were created to give stusléhe
chance to demonstrate their higher-level thinkikijssas well as give students a chance to enjeyngelves
with cooperative, hands-on tasks. What a thrilsé roughly 300 children moving from activity tctigity

with smiles on their faces asking their teachetlefy are going to be able to do math all day long!

=
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Mrs. Lane’s ELA Class

Memoirs in fifth grade? Why not? Everyone has meahta moments, right?
Some we like to remember, and some don't alwaysenakhappy. However, all memo:
ries should make us want to pause and reflect thmnsignificance or impact upon our
lives. This was how the students in Mrs. Lane’$\illass embarked upon their memoil
unit. After a few weeks of immersion (reading distening to memoirs written by oth-
ers), the students wrote about important experemctheir lives.

Soclal Studies - Mrs. Lane's Classes

Students traveled across the United States byitepatoout the four regions: the Northeast, Soutidwést,
and the West. The Northeast is the nation’s messely populated region, the South has
changed from an agricultural to an industrializegion, the Midwest is known as the
“heartland” and “the nation’s breadbasket”, and\thest is known as a land of vast natural ri&=
sources. As reported in the last issue, each studenpleted a report giving facts about the
state but most importantly, understanding how fhe states are interdependent and how eag
is a symbol of our nation’s past and future.

Students are looking forward to traveling to Phelipdhia, Pennsylvania on June 18. History apd
their social studies lessons will come alive ay tioair this very famous and historic city. Indg
pendence Hall, the Franklin Museum, the Libertyl Bebnstitution Center, and the Betsy Rogs
House are just a few of the highlights of this derful end of the year fieltfip.

Not all next-door neighbors get along as well &sUiited States and Canada. President John F. Hgmmee
described the relationship this way: “Geography tmadle us neighbors. History has made us friendd.esn-
nomics has made us partners.” Students are erftkngetar with an understanding of the Canadian poag’
culture, geography, and ties to the Pacific Rim.

As they enter into the"6grade, students will be well informed about the/&taber Presidential

election. They have traveled the road to the WHitese with all presidential candidates since

last fall. They learned about political partiespm@ries and caucuses and watched as the two
major parties of the United States decided on theisumptive nominee. Al-
though it will be eight years before they can piptite as a voter, they made their choices ard
opinions known exhibiting that they understand whab be a citizen of a democracy.
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The City of Brotherly Love Welcomes “Cottage Laner$
Fifth Grade Team

On June f8our entire fifth grade class went to Philadel-
phia for the day. Sleep was in their eyes buvalle excited about
their historical trip to this special city. Theé@#achers prepared them
for this event, and they were all very anxiousde the many sites
that had been discussed in class. Once again cemtgavere there to
volunteer and assist in any way they could to nthleea fantastic
trip. Thank you to everyone who helped to makefttfiissuch a SUC-
CESS!

HIP, HIP HOORAY FOR FLAG DAY!
PRIDE IN AMERICA!
Mrs. Murphy, Mrs. Schneider, and Mr. Doctor

Students in Mrs. Murphy, Mrs. Schreejcand Mr. Doctor's classes have worked diligergkearch-
ing the fifty states. All of this was in anticifpat of our annual State Fair.

The students shared their Power Point presentaitioriass. They also enjoyed sharing their state
math games with their families and all of the fifffaders on June 13th. The classes celebratedkagvith
their amazing performance at an assembly for alstindents of Cottage Lane. “Hats Off” to all!

BLUE SKIES AHEAD!

Our students have been learning alveather
related topics during the month of June. Theycare
rently working in groups on storm projects and i
presenting them in class.

We wish everyone a wonderful and saif®-
mer!




Chirpy’s Rough Ride

Leo Ko and Tommy Nolan

Right now Chirpy is in the middle of the Pacific €&m having a
very rough ride. You see, Chirpy is our stuffednaali robin that usually
lives on Ms. Christie-Blick’s desk. Jaclyn, onehef former students, gave
him to Ms. Christie-Blick two years ago. Chirpy Heeen on many adven-
tures since then with Ms. Christie-Blick and witldkin our class. He’s
been to New Zealand, Tonga, Australia, China, ThecB Republic, Flor-
ida, and Utah. Now he’s on his biggest adventues.ev

One day, while we were in Mr. Tanenbaum’s complater he
told us about Roz Savage. She’s a very interegiéngon. She’s a famous
ocean rower. That's right, she rows across ocedltsV she is rowing a rowboat all the way from Gaidifia to
Australia, stopping in Hawaii and Polynesia. Whataventure!

Roz isn't just doing this trip for fun. She is tng to highlight the problem of ocean pollution. Biou
know that if you drop trash into the street it @bahd up in the ocean? The rain washes it dowasttket’s
storm drain, into a river, and then into the ocdzeople also leave trash on the beach that getsedasto the
ocean. It has become a big problem for all of thienals that call the ocean their home. Roz talleuabaking
care of the ocean on her blog.

Before she left, Ms. Christie-Blick and Mr. Tanenbaasked Roz if she would take Chirpy on her ag-
venture across the Pacific, and she said, “Yes”lddddn'’t believe it! At first we were worried abio@hirpy
and we weren’t sure we wanted him to go. Then wkahelass discussion and listed all of the proscamd.
When the final vote came in, it was decided thatpgytwould go. Everyone became so excited! Ourfstl&ni-
mal would be going on a once-in-a-lifetime adveatur

Chirpy flew out to California the next day to jdRoz. A few days later the weather was fine, so RoZz
and Chirpy began rowing. “It was sad to see himByt it's a great experience for us to have Ghgp and
represent us,” said one of Ms.Christie-Blick’s gots, Em Scotson.

“I hope Chirpy makes the trip safely,” said anotstrdent, Nick Mante. Now the kids in Ms. Christie}
Blick's class often check Roz’s blog to see how ahé Chirpy are doing. So far, they are over 159@srfrom
California. You can check it out too! Just go towwozsavage.com and click “Blog”. If you scroll dowyou'll
even see a picture of our Chirpy on board the laoat,greetings to our class from Roz herself.

Chirpy will be back in about two years, if all gogsll. We will all be very happy when that day aes, as our
class will have a celebration and a class reuriibat will be an exciting day for us all!




Finishing the Year Strong in 408
From Mr. McAduliffe and Ms. Sullivan’s™Grade Class

Mr. McAuliffe’s and Ms. Sullivan’s ass completed a HUGE author study on Patricia Eolads a
class, we read 34 of her picture books. We dedigmeattribute chart made up of the books’ copysigimain
characters, settings, dedications, themes, foreigid language, and the illustrations. We alseated charts
that were hung throughout the classroom. The slilistrated text-to-text, text-to-self, text-tasvd connec-
tions, author’s purpose and summaries. We chadtedonnections from her books using post- its.

Each student wrote six different jmlrresponses in their ELA notebook (they had acehof 12 re-
sponses to choose from). As a class we had authdiatiussions and noticed many shared attributheriisto-
ries. Did you know her great-great-great grandfagheok Pres. Lincoln’s hand? Did you know as ddcéiie
struggled as a reader because she is dyslexicgdnitnow she dedicated one of her books to Dr. &eus

The culminating activity of our author study whs Patricia Polacco Publishing Party. Every studg
chose a character from one of the many picture $aakread. Next we wrote a 1-2 paragraph sumnfaheo
story from the perspective of a main charactererive practiced reading our summaries aloud tcltss.
Every individual student had to design a costuna¢ tbsembled his or her character from the book.

On the day of the party, we each#&arn reading our summary aloud before a liveenzh. Our
audience included Mr. Fiorentino, Mrs. Acito, MBcully, Mrs. Egan, Mrs. Lane, Mrs. Tan and Ms. @hai
petta along with their students. It was a wholeofoflun! We learned so much!

After completing our Patricia Polactady we turned our efforts to the “unsinkableafit”. As a
class we opened our unit by examining what we kaetvwhat we wanted to know about the Titanic. Sttsle
worked in cooperative groups reading and analyzomge of the memoirs from the survivors of the Titahi-
nally, we constructed a checklist indicating altleé elements of a memaoir.

Then we viewed the vid@be Secrets of Titanibat took us to the bottom of the North Atlaniitiis
video chronicled Dr. Robert Ballard’s quest in 1985find the Titanic’s final resting place. It alprovided us
with some original footage of the Titanic beinglband as she left South Hampton, England in 184&e im-
portantly it gave us a first hand account of whigfiic looks like presently.

Then as an added bonus the Histogn@él released a new video tit[€tianic’s Final MomentsThis
video provided us with additional information abthw sinking of the Titanic. This video proved ttz Ti-
tanic’s hull struck the iceberg and water had leakethrough the bottom of the ship.

We then broke up into small coop&mtroups and used various web sites on the Irteynmesearch
information on the Titanidle even found the menu of foods served the ldst aligard the Titanic!
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As a class we read the st@ojar: A Titanic Bear It was a true account about a young boy and his
teddy bear and the many experiences they sharedeAgere reading the story the students were aldeter-
mine the tale was actually a memoir. We also viewagibus scenes from the major motion picturiganic
(1997 andA Night to Remembe(1953); these movies gave us a visual perspective oébfgard Titanic as
well as its inevitable sinking. Therefore, we wabde to experience and connect to the lives optssengers
and crew and the ultimate challenge they faced.

As a culminating activity the studentere assigned to write a memoir from their perspe of being
a surviving crewmember or passenger of the Titartieir memoir needed to include 5 events boarding T
tanic, life on board, striking the iceberg, boagd@arpathia and arriving in New York City. Eachdsnt had
a choice of what class of passenger or crewmerhlegntanted to be and what famous celebrities thety m
aboard the Titanic. As a team we cooperativelygiesi our own memoir rubric. We are proud to sayaha
of our students did a fantastic job on their memoir

Mr. McAuliffe’s science classes hadit own special project to work on in May and Juheey
worked on théPerfect StormProject. The children were given the opportunity to chotbesgr collaborative
group for the project. The groups were made up-éf&fudents. Then each group randomly picked anstor
researchThe storms that were researched are: hurricaneasadoes, hail storms, blizzards, nor'easters and
cyclonesEach group had to research how they are creatsste they occur, seasons they occur, famous off
most deadly occurrence, and how they categorizeshg_power point the children designed a 10-slidesen-
tation of the storm. Each group presented it withuse of the smart board. Along with the presemtahey
put their artistic creativity to work by designiag3-dimensional poster illustrating the storm. Eaftthese
projects was completed with the assistance of Beslly and Mrs. Egan. Have a great summer!
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Math Madness '@
By The Fourth Grade Math Team

Are you ready to hear about some end-of-the-yedin madness? The fourth grade held
its fourth annual Math Madness Day on, June 18tie morning was filled with exciting
mathematical activities that challenged everybodyisds and bodies! Students stayed
together as classes and traveled around to othghfgrade rooms as well as a physical math statigside.
All the children were able to participate in a ramj activities. The children worked on applyihg different
skills and strategies that they learned throughiuatyear as they became actively involved withoathe
events of the day! The different stations wererggo give the children a chance to demonstraie kigher
level thinking skills as well as giving them a chario enjoy themselves with cooperative, handsaskst
There were a range of activities happening in ifferént classes and the common theme between weesn
making math fun! It didn’t get much better tharsektving roughly 300 children moving from activity éctiv-
ity with a smile on their face asking their teachiéithey can play math games all day long!




