Dear Parents/Guardians,
| would like to take this opportunity to share sotheughts with you!

First, please remember children are dropped oftheyr p.m. bus at their afternoon bup
stop if school must close early. This includeswnalkers and children who usually do nqt
take the bus.

As stated in an earlier letter, | recommend youehthe following in place in case you
child is dismissed early from school due to weatiteany other situation:

A specific contingency plan (keep in mind- a childs not brought back to Cottage
Lane if no one is home).

Review this plan with your child more than once.+

Make sure you have a backup plan (send a copy toghmain office just in case your
child forgets).

You may want to write both plans on an index card dr your child. This informa-
tion should include all necessary phone numbers.

Have your child place this card in his/her backpack
Please make sure your child always has a key to theuse.

The YMCA before and after school program will be cbsed when the school district is
closed and also if there is an early dismissal. @tiren scheduled to attend the YMCA
will go home on their regular bus in the event oflie early dismissal. Please inform
your child of this procedure. If the school district has a delayed opening, théCA

program will be open at 8 a.m. Don’t send yourliéfore this time because the building
will be closed. If there is a delayed opening, goarent/teacher/administrator conferencgs
and all Early Bird classes are cancelled at Cottagee (reading, handwriting, speech, ir
strumental music, ELA and Math Institute, Math Opiads, WordMasters and a.mj
teacher office hours).
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Second, please make sure your child is dressedagely for the winter season. Weé
will continue to have children participate in oubdarecess unless the weather and/
grounds present a safety concern.

Third, | continue to be impressed by the spirigeherosity and kindness exhibited by o
students, staff and parents in helping those im.nEer example, the tremendous amou
of food collected as a result of our food driveshastrated by SAC under the leadership
Mrs. Stephanie Acito, our assistant principal, itheredible number of toys collected fo

our two toy drives for children in need, Make A feience and Toys For Tots, and the

funds raised for many worthy causes through thi€steriday Denim Days.

Finally, | hope you have been receiving BuildingaBers each month. | have been fo'l;

warding each monthly issue to you to provide yothvai variety of ideas and strategies

enhance your child’s reading. | have also incluttedname of the monthly read-aloud a$
sociated with our character trait associated widt tnhonth — December being Determing-

tion.
Have a happy and relaxing holiday!
Michael Fiorentino

Building Our Community
By, Mrs. Acito

Cottage Lane students are off and running to helgenmour school a safe, friendly, suppq
tive environment. We began this year with eleifor SAC representatives and student
ternate. You could feel the buzz in the air ageitiis were nominated, made speeches pr
ising to help their school, and held class eledtion

, X

At our initial meeting students voiced their com=eand talked about ways
they would like to help the community that surrosimair school. Interest- ‘
ingly enough, this was the first year that morentbae student brought up
ways we might save our environment a little atnaeti Two Cottage Lane
students, Emily Zavurinsky and Christy Joseph atvibur whole school to
enter a contest t6OGREENWITHALL Students needed to fill out
eco — report card and write an essay about theamient to possibly win
an ipod shuffle. What a great contest to entergouti luck to all entrants.

During the week of November $2- November 18, SAC sponsored our annual food drive.

We prepared for this by hanging posters and bameengding everyone to bring in canng

goods, boxed items and other staples for our neighim Rockland County. After this cok

lection we talked about our future projects like @ottage Lane Spring Clean — up a
planning for our Mix — It — Up at Lunch Day. Staggted as SAC students lead us to

good deeds for our school! -
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A Word from your School Psychologist......................... Linda King

“Be a Buddy not a Bully”
That is our motto at Cottage Lane. It is part sthool wide initiative to reduce bullying
behavior and to make our school a Bully Free Zoine had a very successful “kick off”
Bullying Assembly and our classroom meetings ameumway!

Bullying behavior is not a rite of passage or & pagrowing up.
Bullying = Peer Abuse

Remember the Rule of Thumb:
Bullying Behavior is....
Intentional.
Repeated.
Occurs because there israhalance of power.
One out of four students are victims of bullying.

Parents and Teachers can help so much by havingwasations with their children
about bullying behaviors.

~Together We Can~

Celebrating Fall Poetry
By Miss Chiappetta

On Thursday, November 1, 2007, Miss Chiappetta’s

class celebrated their favorite fall poems withal f

poetry celebration. Liam, Fred, Luis, Jason, Joe,

Will, and Mika began this exciting project by pingi

their favorite fall poem. Then, they illustratedet

poem based on their comprehension of the poem. Fi-

nally, the students memorized this special poem and

recited it for their classmates and other teaclars

Cottage Lane Elementary. The students had a won-

derful time sharing their accomplishments durinig wil F., Fred M., Joe S., Liam D., Luis P., Jason S

fun event and Mika A.
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What is Your Favorite Genre:
Mirs. Lane's ELA Class

Our class has completed Unit | and is currentlywing the reading selections in Unit 1.
At the beginning of the year, students were givésaon on theme to help with under-
standing unit themes. Once the themes of eaclwené applied to the reading selections
students connected it to a personal experience Que’s theme:Time of My Life — We
sometimes find memorable experiences in unexpplaeds. Students expressed this crea
tively by writing poems. Some of the memorablearignces included: the first time at
bat, moving to a new school or home, hitting anBoun in baseball, the first time going
to elementary school, first time performing on staand first piano recital. While reading
the selections, students began to become immersedavious genres. The genres in-
cluded: folk tales, biographies, tall tales, anatday. This immersion is the beginning of
genre study in which students will read variousrgsiin literature circles.

An initial activity: Students completed a genrevay in which they discussed their favor-
ite genres. The following is a graph of the surgagcomes.

As you can see, the graph shows the types of bakslass enjoys the most. Currently,
none of the 20 students polled selected histoandlscience fiction as a favorite. Only on
student chose poetry, five students selected faraasl 5 stated that realistic fiction is a

first choice. As we embark upon our genre studyareehoping to convince students to

explore and try a genre that isn't a first chois&rious activities will be used in the book
talks to discuss literary elements of the genreoWwing this genre study, another survey
will be conducted. Do you think the chart will clue?

mnmm&m?

Mrs. Lane's Class - Favorite Genres - First Choice

Students
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Greetings from 305 and 308 Judy Blume Boulevard!

Mrs. Caunitz, Mrs. Rudin and Mrs. Fomaae pleased with the adjustment our clil-

dren have made td"4grade in Cottage Lane. We've made new friendsstenad routines
and learned so many new skills!

As mathematicians we have demonstrated our unaeliap of place value by read
ing and writing numbers through the millions. We aontinuing to increase our mastery

basic facts to make it easier for us to add, sabtraultiply and divide larger numbers. Now

we are busy having so much fun exploring algebralf 3x +1=x+5, what is x? We can t¢g
you!

Each day we are becoming more indepei
ent as readers and writers. We are learning ttyar
strategies such as making connections, questiol
visualization, and understanding the main idea. .
ditionally, we have been analyzing character traits
as well as examining character change in different
texts. We use the character analysis to respond t
literature, since a character’s actions do unldek t
key to a story’s meaning. As we write about what
we read, we search for evidence to support our
ideas.

Do you know Cottage Lane has our very own postalice? We continue to appl
the format of a friendly letter to each letter wete« Then, we address and stamp the er
lope. Thumbs up for the Wee Deliver program!

Our junior scientists have explored the forcesletteicity and magnetism with greg
enthusiasm. Like Thomas Edison, we are learning shacess requires a little inspiratig
and lots of perspiration!

In Social Studies we are busy exploring New Yor&t&t We have gone back in tin
to meet the Algonquian and Iroquois groups so weelore their cultures. We cann
wait for the projects we are going to complete dgtmout the unit!

We are looking forward to the many upcoming aatgitand lessons that make grade 4 s
an exciting year. We thank all of you for your fhejuidance and support, for you are ve
important to us!
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News From J.K. Rowling Road
Mrs. Heilbronn, Ms. Mueller, Ms. Murphy/Ms. EarMs. Sullivan, Ms. Sorrentino

Many exiting things have been happewingur team. The big news is that
Ms. Murphy had a baby boy, Robert Thomas, on Oct@®. Both mom and baby ar
healthy and doing well. Ms. Early has joined aarh until Ms. Murphy returns.
Our Thanksgiving feast was enjoyed by all. Thaok for all of the delicious donations.

1”4

We have been involved in exciting ateg since the year has begun. The childfen
have been learning about the many different geaneshow to write an insightful responge
to what they have read. We have entered intoahaléus world of fantasy. The childrgn
are excited about this genre study and are leaaidogt the genre’s elements.
Since the beginning of the school year we haverhaly wonderful visitors coming into our
math class. To start off the year “Nick Place Valaad his brother Pat, came in and fe-
viewed place value and value with us. When thaintteft we were sad to see them go RQut
in a few weeks we had another visitor, Esti-WitShe was a little scary but taught us abgut
estimation, and making predictions about numbenst @ost recent visitor was Coadgh
Mean. She came in and made the students do warrangphen put us to work with findin
averages in basketball. Our next unit is fractiansl we are very curious about the ngxt
character we will meet!

A~

In science we are continuing with our human body ahstudy. The children hag
the opportunity to construct models of the thumib) and leg. This hands-on experience pl-
lowed them to see first hand how our ligamentsgdoas, muscles and bones work together
to provide movement for our bodies. The childreil use the knowledge that they haye
gained about their bones and muscles to help thaserstand how they work together o
complete a task. Our young scientists will usesttientific method to investigate hand apd
foot response to visual stimuli. It should prowebt a terrific learning experience for everly-
one!

In social studies, the students are busy discogdmmw government works. Thely
have been chosen to be theunding Fathers and Mothersf a newly independent stats
Important congressional meetings have been heatdetrte the foundation for a working cof-
stitution for each state. TheBeunding Fathers and Mothergave debated key issues necgs-
sary for a constitutional government. We are hgpocreate a peaceful union in which &l
the states find areas of compromise and agreem&dtitionally, each student sharpen¢d
their map-making skills. They have all proven te wonderful cartographers as the¢y
sketched beautiful maps of their state. Our gawemt unit has been very fun and exciting!

14
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We are looking forward to the months ahead. Tlaeeemany exciting projects arr:rj
activities planned for the students. We wish &ijau a healthy and happy holiday season!




A (Language) Trip Around the World
by Em Scotson and Livy Bartels

Newsflash!!! Ni hau, or rather, hello. We're repog live from Ms. Christie-Blick’s class
We're taking a trip around the world with her. Weelearning languages from near and fpr.
So far, we've learned “Hello” and “Good-bye” in lRah, Spanish, Italian, and Chinese, ahd
we’ve only just begun our trip.

It all started with our school's Word-of-the-MonttHumanitarian,” and a book we read
calledOne Green Appleby Eve Bunting. The story was about a girl fromifeerent country
who moved to America. She didn’'t know English, ke $elt really lonely. The kids in hey
new class didn't know her language so they didnow how to make friends with her gt
first. What a difference it could have made if tleeyld have just said hello and good-bye|to
each other!

We decided we wanted to be able to greet peoplkein own language so they would fefl
welcome. It also seemed like a really friendly thto do when traveling to a different couI-
try. Lots of kids in our class travel. When we visnother country we want to show respgct
for the culture of the people. Saying “Hello” an@dod-bye” in their language is surela
good way to start!

We're taking this language trip because it's valyaational, helpful, useful and fantastic jo
have the ability to speak different languages. diso extremely fun to learn languages.| If
you would like to help us, please send us “Hellotl &Good-bye” in your favorite foreigr
language. We would love to add it to our list. N@s,the kids in my class would say, Ariji-
vederci!
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School Library News: Focus on Humanitarianism
By Barbara Bandura

This month’s read aloud, Roberto Clemente: PridéhefPittsburgh Piratesionors a great
humanitarian. Clemente was not only an award wignin
baseball player, but a man who wanted to improwe th
welfare and happiness of others.

Biography books of other notable humanitariansragel-
larly borrowed from the School Library. Most souglfter
are books on: Clara Barton, Albert Schweitzer, ¢&gs
Diana, Mother Theresa, Nelson Mandela and Eleaoor R
sevelt. The library also subscribes_to Biograplogdy
which features chapter length biographies on peuoyie
are “newsworthy.” In this reference source anckerhstudents can read about the huméni-
tarian efforts of Oprah Winfrey, Bono, Angelinai@pland other popular celebrities. Agk
your children about the biography and autobiograpbgks they are borrowing from the
School Library.

Bodies in Motion
Fifth Grade Science Team

Children were able to investigate and observe kleéetal and muscular systems df
the human body. They learned the name, locatiod,csientation of the most importan
bones in the human skeleton. Students were hig/dyaged in many hands-on activities
such as building mechanical models to demonstm@aterhuscles are
responsible for movement, assembling a model afradm skeleton,
etc. As a culminating activity, they also explotetkground infor-
mation on the barn owl and investigated the boriesmall animals
that were found in the owl pellet. The childrenrtesd how to com-
pare the human skeletal system to the skeletagsgsof various ro--
dents and other animals. In addition, each stubadtthe opportu-
nity to research an owl and create a poster whedlet shared in
class. Also, the students will be investigating tesponse time of
their hands and feet to visual stimuli. Our nexit,UuModels and De-
signs, will begin shortly.
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Mrs. Coatti’'s
Fourth Grade Class

Time flies when you're having fun! Thtudents in Mrs. Coatti’s class just com
pleted a unit of study. The focus of the unit \Wemme and the students used picture bogks
as their text. To start the unit, all of the &tnt$ became ‘picture book detectives.” THe
students analyzed all of the picture books in tasstoom library and discussed what thgy
noticed about the picture books. This was imporsanthat the students would be familigr
with the structures of this genre of text.

Next, the class created their own didin of theme. In 4C, theme is the author
hidden message that teaches us a lesson aboullife.it was time to practice uncovering
the themes of all the picture books that the sttedbad read. This was tricky at first, byt
hard work paid off! In a short period of time, thidents learned how to state a therpe
and then how to identify or uncover the theme bbek. The students analyzed the diffef-
ent story elements to help them uncover the authatden messages. The students tooH a
close look at the characters, setting, and thetpldielp them create a deeper understand-
ing of the story. The students asked themselwa#at is the author trying to teach me
about life? What does the author want me to lednwout life?” The themes that the sty
dents identified were impressive. Some examplese Weheaters never prosper, don
judge a book by its’ cover, follow your dreams, dhe future is in our hands.”

The final project of the theme unitgsing to be the publication of 4C’s “Clas$
Book”. The “Class Book” is expected to be outtangls in January '08. Each student hgs
already chosen a picture book that has been redddantified its’ theme. Now the stud
dents are beginning to craft their responses, wiwitlibe published in the book. Each re}
sponse will contain a description of a text-to-selhnection with the theme and an expl§-
nation of the theme using voice and evidence froentéxt. The students will also illus
trate the theme using the characters from the bddie responses will be bound togethér
to create a book entitled Our Big Book of TheméEse talented authors in Mrs. Coatti’'$
class are doing an amazing job!

—r

SOCES report card distribution changed from January25th to February 1st.
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Classroom News from Miss Sperduto / Ms. Dowling, k8. McFadden /
Mrs. Pocalyko, and Mrs. Fluger

This year took off to a fabulous start! We havd haany different, new experience

S

these last couple of months. Not only have thestand girls adjusted to new teachers, gnd
switching classrooms, but they have also learneatljost to the routines and procedures] of

our school.

Our 72 children have been on the road to succeadjng and writing. In ELA wg

have been practicing documenting our thinking whdading. We have learned to use re

text as evidence to support our thoughts. Additilgn we have been practicing our readi
strategies while reading our “just-right” books aedponding to them. In addition, we ha
used the writing process to craft different resgsn® literature. We are practicing in 0

writer's notebook how to write for a sustained amoof time using different seeds qf

thought. Through our writer's notebook, we ardizg@y where authors get their ideas fro
and continue to practice how to “show-not-tell’ngdialogue and action.

g
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In

Math had us learning algebra. Using hands on amstvas a blast! Childre

learned how to balance equations and make legaésioiinding the value for “x” becam
fun while simplifying fancy equations. Currenthevare studying multiplication and leari-

ing our basic facts better. Everyday we completeMath Do Now and are learning how

use strategies to solve the different type of wamablems. Math Do Now continues to hejp

us review and become better problem solvers!!

In Social Studies we finished studying the regiohdlew York. We then began oy
Native American unit while learning about the Fafsee Society. With craft supplies we
each created a false face mask. Not only did we han doing it, but you should really sde

the beginnings of our Native American exhibit, whiweill be featured
at the January board meeting. We will continue journey through
history!

Science has been a hands-on-learning experienteday one!
We have just completed our Electricity / Magnetiitand learned a
the different ways to stay safe. We are now wa@lon measuremen
and exploring the connection it has to the realldvor

Character education has become a big part of owicalum

(0]

=

this year!! Our children have fully appreciateé fieatured books of the month and through
discussions have truly built a sense of communiye have also enhanced our classropm

communities by having weekly community meetingsliscuss ways to conquer bullying
our school. It is our hope that from these clamsraliscussions, we will learn lessons
how we can enrich the lives we live.

n
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The “Three Amigos” Dive into Quality Literature:
Phil Krump

Mr. Krump, Mr. Freeley and Mr. Moretti’s team asatning up with Ms. Sorrentino and Ml.
McAuliffe for literature circles around the quinsesitial piece of classic children’s literg-
ture: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Literature circles involve children with roles tolfill in a cooperative setting. Each child s
responsible to read the passage assigned andrédtierrole they have been given. For gx-
ample the summarizer may have to identify and ktoe most important parts of the begip-
ning, middle and ending of a passage, while thedviimder analyzes the difficult words i
context and reports back to the group (and thehtae in writing) what those words meaj.
Personal connections, cause-effect, author's perpttemes, genre, literary devices ahd
craft are all areas of exploration. This is a cludshtered unit with high accountability arld
ongoing assessment built in; and it's all arourpiege of great literature!

Mr. Moretti’s class is forging ahead with authosgidies, which incorporate many of thje
same aspects as literature circles and some differees. His class is starting out by exan-
ining the prolific children’s writer: Patricia Paleo. The children are evaluating and charting
the themes, vivid language, characters and setfiagss many of her books.

Under the framework of great literature, great gsimre happening. Children are being in-
mersed in a genre of literature and then brougtihéu into a representative novel from that
genre: namely fantasy and The Lion, the Witch drel \Wardrobe Or they are centering
their studies on particular authors and lookinthetwriting styles, rich vocabulary and oth
aspects from their works. Either way, studentseaméching their vocabulary and compr
hension skills while making textual connection®tber subject areas and their own livesjas
well.
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There are rich, rewarding days ahead of us as wi& Ward, read voraciously and delje
deeply into great literature!
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Music and Character Education
by Mrs. Kahn, Music Teacher

Every month at Cottage Lane, an important characagris highlighted throughou
the entire school. Music classes learn a new sagf) month that reflects and reinforces fhe
character trait and the book-of-the-month that geghk it. Music can affect everyone ip
profound ways. Singing songs with lyrics thateeflgood character traits is very importgnt

for everyone. Students sing these songs togethitieaCottage Lane monthly assembligs,
which is both enjoyable and meaningful.

Please ask your child to share these songs witlayybome.

DON'T LAUGH AT ME ﬁ
By Steve Seskin and Allen Shamblin
I'm a little boy with glasses, the one they cafjeek,
A little girl who never smiles ‘cause I've got bescon my teeth,
And | know how it feels to cry myself to sleep.
I’'m that kid on every playground who's always chogsst,
A single teenage mother trying to overcome my past,
You don’t have to be my friend, but is it too muohask?
Don't laugh at me. Don't call me names. Don’t ggbur pleasure from my pain.
In God's eyes, we're all the same. Someday, wdllhave perfect wings. Don't laugh at me.
I’'m the beggar on the corner, you've passed méerstreet,
And | wouldn'’t be out here beggin’ if | had enougheat,
And don't think | don’t notice that our eyes neveeet.
Don't laugh at me. Don't call me names. Don’t ggbur pleasure from my pain.
In God's eyes, we're all the same. Someday, wadllhave perfect wings.Don't laugh at me.
I'm fat...I'm thin...I'm short...I'm tall...I'm deaf...I'm blind...Hey, aren’t we all?
Don't laugh at me. Don't call me names. Don’t ggbur pleasure from my pain.
In God'’s eyes, we're all the same. Someday, wadllhave perfect wings.
Don't laugh at me. Don't laugh at me.

a LOVE WILL GUIDE US ﬁ
By Sally Rogers
Love will guide us, peace has tried us. Hope iresigs will lead the way.
On the road from greed to giving, love will guide through the dark night.
If you cannot sing like angels, if you cannot spbafore thousands,

You can give from deep within you. You can chatigeworld with your love.
Love will guide us, peace has tried us. Hope iresigs will lead the way.
On the road from greed to giving, love will guide through the dark night.
You are like no other being. What you can giveptiter can give,

To the future of our precious children, to the fetof the world where we live.
Love will guide us, peace has tried us. Hope iresigs will lead the way.
On the road from greed to giving, love will guide through the dark night.
Hear the song of peace within you. Heed the sdmpgace in your heart.
Spring’s new beginning shall lead to the harvéstve will guide us on our way.

Love will guide us, peace has tried us. Hope iresigs will lead the way.
On the road from greed to giving, love will guide through the dark night.
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Wee Deliver
By Mr. Connaughton

Cottage Lane Elementary School is proud to annotimeeeturn of théVee Deliver
program for the 2007 — 2008 academic year. Cusrethtére are over 25,000 schools parti
pating in the Postal Service’s program caWgde Deliver.

The major focus of th&/ee Delivermprogram is to involve real writing experienc
for all our students that will help prepare themfiamerous life skills. They will learn firs
hand knowledge of how the mail system works, theeod way to address envelopes and
gain a clear understanding on how to develop sewaof letter formats. Furthermore, fift

grade students will have an opportunity to apply dgposition in the Cottage Lane malf-

room - Room 200B. All jobs, whether they be a Fabdéxie Clerk, Sorter or Carrier will
help students develop a sense of responsibility pgstal employee. The fourth graders ¢
apply next year.

Here is how it works. Students learn the proper veagraft
letters that persuade, request, invite or thankesm®a which
are all necessary types of writing in life. Aftéat, they will
transfer these writing skills and craft meaningketters to
friends, teachers and staff and drop them in aboaithat is
on their classroom door. Next, letters are coliécsorted and
delivered to classrooms throughout the school mdesit
postal workers. There are two designated pick updstlivery
days. However, we know that the mail can’'t be delkd on
time if the address is not completely filled outh€Fefore,
teachers double check that students have writtextuan ad-
dress on the outside of the envelope. That way,sthdent
who’s sending the piece of mail can be accountéehe
contents of the letter. In addition, please make she enve-
lope is not sealed. The Nixie Clerk will check the accuracy
of the forwarding address. All staff members areoemaged
to join in on this pleasurable letter writing cangpaalong
side their students.

Judging from last year, we are optimistic that tmigtivational writing experience will en
hance our students reading, writing and resporttsilhile building their self - esteem an
team spirit.
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4™ Graders Light Up Our Lives
Ms. Erickson, Mrs. McFadden, Mr. Onativia, Mrs. RydMs. Christie-Blick

Fourth graders have been lighting the way in s@emith their discoveries of magnetism ar{d
electricity. Attracted to magnets from the begimpithe students discovered that this incregli-
ble force could even defy gravity! They were equalirprised to find that not all metals arg
magnetic. Experimenting with batteries, bulbs, motnd wires, the children learned how fo
change the chemical energy stored inside a batterelectrical energy, and then light en-
ergy and mechanical energy. The students got @elwart of testing a variety of materials, o
discover which are conductors of electricity, amtled with interest that not all conductors gre
magnetic. As they learned more about the uniquaiogiship between magnetism and elec}
tricity, they put together pieces of the puzzldéigare out how to create their own electromgg-
nets.

Can you imagine a world without electric lightsceeded music, or movies? Thanks to fhe
many inventions of Thomas Edison and his workeesrly 100 years ago, we have mucH of
the technology we enjoy today. Our fourth grademred about Edison through readings,
videos, and online research. Now that they'reniggr how to think like scientists, we hope
they will continue to look for patterns and makenmmections both inside and outside of fhe
science classroom.

“Falling into our year....”
By Mrs. Schneider, Mrs. Murphy, and Mr. Doctor

The children had a wonderful experience sharing
“snack-box” treats with partners from other classasour team on November 20, 200y7.
This activity gave the children an opportunity t@aee cultural traditions and interests, whjle
enjoying food from another country.

At this time the children are engaged i“flurry of activities” pertaining to poetryj
Please save December®2b join us at a poetry reading party in our claesn “cafes.” In-
vitations will be coming to you in the next few vkse

The children are very exciting about sending lstterrelatives and are looking fo
ward to receiving letters about “family historid¢ales,” which will be placed in their family
albums. The purpose of this was to ask theitivela to write letters back retelling storigs
about their childhood memories.

The children are currently working on an in-deptady of multiplication and its
properties. Please review basic multiplicatiortdaan a nightly basis with your child unt
they have mastered them. We will be working omxensive study of division next.

We wish all of our families a happy and healthyidey season.




5" Grade Social Studies Team
Miss Murphy, Mrs. Lane, Mr. Freeley, Mrs. Murphy

Testing, 1, 2,3 ... Testing 1, 2,3 ........

The fifth grade Social Studies team and their sitglalways breathe a sigh

of relief after the completion of the New York St&ocial Studies test in Ng

vember. The students worked hard as they werehiedigh a review of '3

and 4" grade social studies key concepts and terms wisi¢he basis for

multiple choice and constructed response questfshart answers). They

completed a practice DBQ (Document Based Questmssy) as well. This is a major com-
ponent of the state test. Thé" Hrade curriculum Unit 1 (Geography) and Unit|2
(Government) are taught concurrently as studeetdaing prepared for the state test.

West Point Field Trip

Informative and fun, there is no better way to eigee the sweep of America's history thpn
with a tour of West Point.  All the fifth gradevéewed breathtaking scenery from Wegst
Point which overlooks the Hudson River as it witldiough the Hudson High-

lands. Historic figures such as George Washingidmmmas Jefferson, Douglas
MacArthur, Dwight Eisenhower and even Benedict Adnall have a role in the

story of West Point and our nation. Our tour haxgpstat the Main Cadet Chapel,
Trophy Point, Battle Monument, Monument to the Gréhain and the Parade
Field. It was a memorable trip where students kedWest Point’s role in pre-

paring leaders for America's future.

ARTictulations
By Heidi Benson

Its been a wonderful year in the “new” T
room. Term | students helped me sort reams jand
reams of paper, boxes of markers and perjcils
and miscellaneous art materials. (Thank yjou
again!) We also have new tables and new
stools, new shelves and a new carpet! (Thank
you custodians!) Artwork is being displayed jn
the halls at Cottage Lane as well as the Orarnge-
burg Library (in December). Be sure to visit th
5".grade entrance and experience a whole
universe. Term Il %-grade classes will be ma;[
ing snowflake murals and learning all abqut

e
wW

printmaking. My goal is to have everyone woke
with clay again too. Please drop in the studio &iydu have any floor pillows, we could
use some. Thanks for supporting the arts!
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Finance Fridays

Where Kids Mean Business and You Are Never too Ygum Invest in Your Future
Mr. Moretti

In today’s world of economic uncertainty, it ist@al that our youth develops the bg-
sic financial skills needed to allow them to makersd financial decisions as they grow info
adulthood. *“Our future lies in our children’s handnd our children’s future lies in oyr
hands.” That being said, the students of Mr. Mosetlass aré¢minding their own BUSI-
NESS.” Each week, Mr. Moretti and his students look fomvém a special time called
“Finance Fridays.” On this day, the kids learn everything from vmgtia basic check tg
distinguishing between the different types of ineowe earn as adults. Ask any studenfin
Mr. Moretti's class what the difference is betwesmnasset and a liability, and he/she will
clearly tell you that an assetits money into your pockethereas a liabilitypakes money ou
of your pocket Our little “money makers” have come such a levay over the last twg
months, which is when our financial literacy jowriegan. At the onset of this journey, our
little future economists weren’t even sure how toperly write the date on a personal chegk.
Now, they clearly know the difference between edriieome and passive income, a cqn-
cept that many older students and some adultsadreven sure of. Each week | am simgly
amazed at how much they can truly absorb. All thay need is the exposure to these cijti-
cal topics. One of the most exciting financialsless we had involved comparing and cqn-
trasting two different financial statements. Werkea up a side-by-side analysis of a tyjpi-
cal employee’s financial statement and we compadreathe financial statement of a bugi-
ness owner. The exciting part was that the kidsevadle to recognize the major differenge
between the two. Unbelievably, they saw that tlagomdifference was in the way the two
different types were taxed. As an educator, it s@spiring to me to see that my studepts
were absorbing these adult concepts. Currentiykiths are learning about having their oyn
businesses and how important it is to give backnyway you can. This is all so very excjt-
ing and we all look forward to the next few weekssee what develops. We are alregdy
looking forward to the next installment of the G Lane Express.
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Snapshot Memoirs
Compiled by Mr. McAuliffe and Ms. Sullivan’s ELA @ks

Recently Mr. McAuliffe’s and Ms. Sullwn’s fifth grade class spent a few precious
weeks studying memoirs. After studying them we wadske to write our own memoirs of p
special time in our lives. However, in order to inegur journey we __
opened up with immersing ourselves in the memairfamous authors. :\S
Some of the famous memoirists we studied were J&pgnneli, Cynthi ‘E’
Rylant, Paul Aster, Mario Cuomo and Libby Moore %réve even ana @ —
lyzed famous songs that were memoirs, suchae Me Home Country / ‘ \

Roadsby John Denver and/e Didn’t Start the Firdy Billy Joel. Ms. Sul-

livan gave us an extra special treat when she Wigsta obtain a video to
go along with the Billy Joel song which we wereeatd view on the smart
board! From this point on we were able to discassmall groups the techniques the mem-
oirist used to make their writing pieces excitinghe reader.

As a whole class we moved on to analyzing each rireand creating a checklist of
the techniques used by each memoirist. The elementdiscovered were a “wow” begirn
ning or ending; use of dialogue, similes, metaphams vivid language.

Then we received an extra special treat Mr. McAailiivrote memoirs of specigy
trips. Did you know that Mr. McAuliffe went to Ireland akidsed the Blarney Stoné®ter
they shared their memoirs with us we were abledouss and determine the many elemgnts
of a memoir they included in their special moments.

Together we spent one extraordinary class perigidieg our own rubric for the
Snapshot Memoirs. Everyone had the opportunityhres and explain their ideas with tije

group.

Finally, it was time to write our own memoirs! MvicAuliffe and Ms. Sullivan in-
structed us to bring in a photo of an extra speuianent in our lives. We began writing ard
using as many of the techniques of memoirs thathae@ been
taught. Mr. McAuliffe and Ms. Sullivan, took timeoferencing
with each of us. Next we had the opportunity torsh@ur mem-
oirs aloud with our classmates and receive posfeeeback from
them. We continued to write our drafts until thegrevready to bg
published. We are proud to say all are in theirdighbd state.

We would love to have you stop by olassroom (Room 408) and read our mem-
oirs! They truly are special!
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MR. CONNAUGHTON
HOW CAN | HELP MY CHILD BE READY TO READ AND READY TO LEARN?

ing of words. Point to objects that are near anscdee them as you play and do
daily activities together. Having a large vocabwlgives a child a great start when
enters school.

Talk to your infant and toddler to help him leamnspeak and understand the me{n-

e

Read to your baby every day starting at six mootrage. Reading and playing wit
books is a wonderful way to spend special time k. Hearing words over an
over helps her become familiar with them. Readmgdur baby is one of the begt
ways to help her learn.

| np—

Use sounds, songs, gestures and words that rhyhdgo/our baby learn about laf
guage and its many uses. Babies need to hear lgadueam a human being. Telev
sion is just noise to a baby.

Point out the printed words in your home and ottlaces you take your child sugh
as the grocery store. Spend as much time listewirygur child as you do talking t¢
him.

Take children's books and writing materials withu yehenever you leave home. This
gives your child fun activities to entertain anccggy him while traveling and goin
to the doctor's office or other appointments.

Create a quiet, special place in your home for yahild to read, write and draw
Keep books and other reading materials where yioilot can easily reach them.

Help your child see that reading is important. &gfood example for your child b
reading books, newspapers and magazines.

N~

Limit the amount and type of television you and ryohild watch. Better yet, turn of
the television and spend more time cuddling andingabooks with your child. The
time and attention you give your child has manyédbiés beyond helping him b¢
ready for success in school.

Reach out to libraries and community and faith-damganizations. These organiz
tions can:

o
1

0 Help you find age-appropriate books to udeoate with your child;

0 Show you creative ways to use books with yahild and other tips to helf
her learn; and

o Provide year-round children's reading and atloal activities.




Class Notes by Mrs. Tan & Ms. Sullivan

Math News!

We just finished our unit on multiplication and démts worked hard learning
the different ways we can multiply, using standérdn and partial product
with FOIL. Students worked for two weeks on manyds of problem solving

strategies and created their own Spooky math woodi@ms for Halloween.

This month we are beginning our unit of DivisionNtath. We are practicing
long division and striving to master our multiplicen and division facts.

Reminder: It is very important for students to study theisioafacts daily for
fluency and accuracy!!

English Language Arts

English Language Arts gives students the opportuttt express their thoughts. We

started to work on memoirs and | was delightedet® that the students have developeg
new appreciation for the genre. We immersed ouesein different
memoirs and discovered the many ways good writeite wStudents

perfected their craft and added vivid language stnong emotion to j=—= ==
their writing pieces. We recently began our “Windoof Our Culture” §=——=i—=— 1
unit of study where we discuss the elements oy figiles and compare |.: = -:!

and contrast different versions from around theldvoOur inquiry will
help us recognize different points of view of ttegrator, analyze the characters and plo
and discover common themes of tales throughoutvtitéd. Students will be able to dem
onstrate their knowledge and skills by writing aigmal fairy tale.

Technology Bits and Bytes

By Jacob Tanenbaum

Just after the new year, we will be introducing naw|
robotics unit to both 4th and 5th graders. Thioal
mini-grant from Mrs. Gorey we received 16 scriblpler
robots. The students will be able to program the

do a whole variety of things. Don't forget to ablem
about the project when we get back from the hollday
vacation.

S,



FREE CANDY TO ALL STUDENTS!
Ms. O'Brien’s Class

We knew we’d get your attention! Now, as to thataa.. well, uh...I guess you coultﬂ
see learning as ...uh...a sweet treat for the brainl. l&nme tell you, fourth grade is full o

sweet treats for the brain. We started the yeawiff a BANG! Seriously, you would not
believe all that we have learned in fourth graded Ave’re not even half way through th
year yet!

174

Just the other day we made a list of many of tipgctowe have studied and skills anpl
strategies we have learned so far, and we prdgtitibdéd a wall-size chalkboard. We'll
fill you in on a few of the biggies! First, writingVhew! When you leave fourth grad¢
you’ll be lucky if your writing-hand still function because these crazy teachers make you
write a super-human amount. There are writer’s bumk entries and reading responsIs
(that’s when you get to tell your thoughts abouhsthing you are reading). And don’t yo
think for one minute that you can just scribble thimg on a piece of paper and think it’
acceptable. No Way! Of course, there are standaetsmust be met. For instance, whil
most people float leisurely on rafts, we think oRAFT as a way of organizing ounf
thoughts and helping us to write thorough paraggaphRAFT can actually be quite g
friend to you because it can help you organizéiallils of writing
pieces throughout the year. We've already usear itvfiting com-
pare-contrast pieces, theme essays, friendly setiad test-pref
essays. Don't think for one second that creativiéingris out the
window, however. We've been learning to add voxeur pieces
and we write creatively in our writer's notebook&/e’ve also
been told that more creative writing projects asecome. Al- sometimes they even give us a break.
though writing is a bit challenging, we know we'meade tremen- fe 6w i G comr oa vior
dous growth and will continue to grow throughotg tfear. @ lesson on teamuiork)

-
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You've heard of Oprah, right? We're sure you hawell, did you know that she holdg
book groups on her show? She does. She actualitgsnpeople onto her show to discugs
books that she has chosen for her viewers to &adtle taken a page out of her book and
had a few book talks of our own in our classroorherg’s nothing like them when it
comes to understanding the deeper meaning of bdaks.like an adult book talk, we ge
the chance to talk openly about books that we ael r&ou wouldn’t believe what you car
learn when you hear someone else’s opinion of &.bibs amazing that people can havg
such different thoughts when they've read the showk. Reading has taken on a whole
new level of understanding for many of us becausteonly do we now think carefully
while we are reading, but we get to grow by heamwtiger people share their thoughtg.
Book talks have taught us to go deep-sea divirgarthook.

—

Bullying, prejudice, friendship, algebra, themescabulary, analysis of nonfiction (that’s
a mouthful), synonyms, quotation marks, fire protet, ... I'm telling you the list of top-
ics we have studied goes on and on. Learning r&alks into high gear in fourth grade! I
really is a sweet treat for the brain.




