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April is PARP Month 
 
The theme of April at Cottage Lane, has been PARP – Parents As Reading Partners. Even though reading should 
be a priority at home all year, let’s heighten our dedication to make sure reading is the “buzz” word during this 
month – even when on spring break. Everyone should strive to make reading a routine, not an event, at home. 
Take the time to read with your children. Remember – children love to be read to. Take turns reading the same 
story with your children. Purchase a book for your child as a reward for doing something special or exceptional 
behavior. Instead of watching TV some nights, be a role model and read instead. If you are not sure which books 
to read to your child, you can ask your child’s teacher, school or local librarian or go on line. Encourage your 
child to continue to read so that a special leaf can be placed on our second literacy tree. 
 
Reading should be more exciting to your child than watching TV, playing with video games or turning on the 
computer. Reading has become the basis of all of our state tests and even Regents. For example, in math, due to 
the way test questions are now phrased, the stress on problem solving and word problems, in order to perform on 
a high level whether it be the state fourth grade math assessment or the tenth grade geometry regents, students 
have to be proficient in reading. 
 
It is vital to demonstrate to your child that reading is an important part of your life. If your child doesn’t see this, 
then reading will not be a priority for them. Don’t forget – you are the most influential person in your child’s 
life. 
 
Safety of Students �  Always a Priority 
 
Although we have passed the mid point of this school year, please take the time to reiterate the importance of bus 
safety with your child. This will support our message to students regarding their responsibility for their own be-
havior. Appropriate behavior is defined as remaining seated at all times and talking quietly to a friend and coop-
erating with the bus driver. This type of behavior will ensure the following: 

A.   the safety of passengers and the driver 
B.   less distraction for the driver 
C.   the bus ride from school will be a positive experience for everyone 

 
Please remember that parents are responsible for signing their child out during pick up. Due to safety 
conditions, students are not allowed and will not be permitted to meet their parent in the parking lot. Par-
ents are expected to come into the school to sign their child out. 

Thank you for your support!!����
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Karen Sperduto, Pat McFadden, and Susan Fluger 
 
              Can you believe we are already on the second half of fourth grade?  We have continued to stay busy 
since the ELA assessment in early January.  
  
              “Oh the places we went…. With Dr. Seuss!!”  Our team celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday, with interdisci-
plinary activities that allowed the children to apply different strategies and skills that they have been practicing 
all year.  From graphing and measuring, to guided-reading groups and a web quest, we had a blast!  One of the 
children’s favorite activities was making Oobleck.  Don’t forget to ask your child who Bartholomew is.   
In math, we have been working on our Long Division.  We have all decided that we should rename Long Divi-
sion as “Long Steps,” because there are so many steps that we have to follow to be successful!  We are moving 
along into our fraction and geometry unit and continue to practice different strategies that make us successful.  
We will continue to practice using all four operations as we problem solve and learn more strategies to help us 
become even better mathematicians!   
 
              In ELA we are coming to the end of our Non Fiction Unit.  We have integrated our European Explorer 
study into our Non Fiction study.  Our end of the unit project allowed us to study each explorer and create 3 big 
books called “The Important Books of Explorers.”  The quality of work was so impressive.  It validated how 
each child is growing as readers and writers.  We will spring into Poetry in the month of April.  
 
              For the next couple of months we will continue to become the critical readers and writers that we have 
grown into, as we look forward to Spring!    
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It’s a “Fantastic” World in Room 406! 
 
English Language Arts 
              Whether falling down a rabbit hole, being swept off by a tornado, or carefully stepping into an old 
wardrobe, entering a new world can be a rewarding and exciting experience.  Students are rec-
ognizing the differences between reality and fantasy and can identify with the characters in the 
novels.  We have explored many great fantasy picture books including the Sweetest Fig, Ju-
manji, and The Great Kettles and discussed the different elements that help to create a fantasy 
story.  As a class, we read The Phantom Tollbooth and worked together to examine the differ-
ent themes and lessons Milo learns throughout his fantastic journey through the Lands Be-
yond.  We will culminate our Fantasy unit by working in literature groups to enter into the different fantasy 
worlds created by Kate DiCamillo, Madeleine L’Engle, Natalie Babbitt, and Elizabeth Winthrop.   
 
Math News!       
              We are all very relieved to be finished with the New York State Math Test and we are pleased with how 
hard all of the students worked to prepare.  This month, students have been working on mastering 
the concepts of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of fractions.  Students got together 
for Pi Day on March 14 and enjoyed a variety of activities related to circles and circumference.  We 
are looking forward to spending more time on hands- on activities that help foster our critical think-
ing skills.   
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School Library News 
By Mrs. Bandura 

 
PARP – Parents as Reading Partners 
 
              Parents as Reading Partners is a program designed to foster a lifelong love of 
reading in children.  It also helps to strengthen the family bond by encouraging parents 
and other family members to read at home with their children for at least 20 minutes per day.  The Cottage Lane 
PARP Program will run from March 30-April 26.  Each student will receive a PARP calendar with the number 

“20” listed on each day during this time period.  Your child should color in 
the “20” every day that you read a book or magazine together for at least 20 
minutes.  Students who complete the PARP calendar will be eligible for a 
random drawing of a Barnes and Noble gift certificate.  One student’s name 
will be picked from each home base class.  Completed PARP calendars 
should be returned to the Cottage Lane School Library by May 2.  There is no 
greater gift we can give our children than the love of reading.  Cottage Lane’s 
goal this year is 100% participation. Parents, please help to achieve that goal. 

 

 

20 
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4th Graders Measure Up to Science Tasks 

Mrs.  McFadden, Ms. Christie-Blick, Mrs. Rudin, Mr. Onativia, Ms. Erickson 
 

              The Cottage Lane fourth graders spent a very busy winter season continuing their explorations in Sci-
ence.  They weighed, measured, and determined capacity of many common items found in school and at home 
using standard and metric units.  As learners, they gathered, graphed, charted, and interpreted the information 
they discovered.  
 
              After measuring up to these tasks, they turned their attention to Ecosystems:  Producers/Consumers/
Decomposers.  The unit began with the planting of the Wisconsin Fast Plants and continued with the dissection 
of the lima bean seeds.    The students were transformed into avid gardeners and scientists when they designed 
experiments including the Wisconsin Fast Plants.  Observing the life cycle of the Brassica plant enhanced the 
students’ core of knowledge about producers, their needs, their challenges, and their importance. 
 
              The fourth graders can look forward to continuing to learn about the world around them, as well as 
preparing for the coming challenge of the fourth grade New York State Science Assessment in early May.   

Time Out for March Madness 
Mr. Freeley & Mrs. Forman’s Class 

 
 

               If you can’t beat’em, join’em! During the month of March 
why not make the most of our students’ interest in sports, specifically 
the NCAA tournaments with cross-curricular lessons and activities.  
This year, the Men’s NCAA Basketball Tournament, better known as 
March Madness will start on March 20 and end in San Antonio, Texas 
on April 7.  For much of that time, the hearts, minds, and eyes of stu-
dents, parents, and teachers around this country will be focused on the court.  So why not 

take advantage of student interest in the tournaments by adapting classroom activities to the action taking place 
on the hardwood.  Believe it or not, basketball can be incorporated into almost every area of the curriculum. It 
all starts out with a little geography.  Students randomly select one of the 64 teams that made the tournament 
and then locate that university on a map of the United States.  Then they will research the relationship of the 
team’s name and mascot to the history and geogra-
phy of the college.  After reviewing the parts of a 
formal letter students will write to their university 
congratulating them on their successful season.  
They will also share a little about themselves, the 
research they discovered on the Internet about the 
school, what they’re learning about in ELA and So-
cial Studies and wish them luck in the tournament.  
Students will also explore various websites learning 
more about this wonderful game that James Naismith 
invented in a gymnasium in Massachusetts.  So have 
fun with your brackets and dribble on by Cottage 
Lane to check out the action! 

 



Nonfiction News 
Mrs. Coatti’s Class 

By: Victoria Newcombe and Hannah Lildharrie 
                              
              Have you ever thought that reading nonfiction could be boring? Well think 
again because it’s a lot of fun! How do I know this? Well Mrs. Coatti’s fourth grade 
class is in the middle of a nonfiction unit of study. So far we’ve been reading nonfiction 
texts. We’ve been identifying nonfiction features. Features is just a fancy word that means part so I guess you 
could say that we’ve been identifying parts of nonfiction. One example of a nonfiction feature is subheadings 
(which is a title that introduces a section of an article).  Headings are features too. They are pretty much related 
to subheadings except for the fact that headings introduce the entire article. There are also maps. Maps help you 
locate certain places. 
 
              Now lets change gears and go to fact and opinion. What’s a fact and what’s an opinion, you ask? Well, 
a fact is something that can be proven. An opinion is a thought or feeling. An example of a fact is that there are 
25 kids in Mrs. Coatti’s class. Now here is an opinion, the Mets RULE!!!!!!! Now I hope I’ve convinced you that 
nonfiction is not boring. So get ready, get set, go pick-up a nonfiction text! 
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Oh, What A Team! 
By: Mr. Onativia and Mrs. Wagner/Mrs. Daly  

 
If you are walking down the fourth grade wing and happen to see a ray of light coming from rooms 306 and 
307, don’t panic!  It’s just us as nonfiction writers lighting up the room with creative ideas for our informa-
tional articles.   
 
              Our young authors have been working hard to publish their first nonfiction piece. While working on 
this unit, we have learned how to read as a writer.  This is a different type of reading.  We learned how writers 
engage and hook all their readers.  Good writers use catchy leads, interesting facts, conversational voice to keep 
all readers entertained, metaphors and similes, wise words, and ending paragraphs that make you still think 
about the topic.  Wow, that’s a lot.  However, we did it!  Many of our writers have experimented with these 
techniques and they are on the path to success.  Students will be publishing their final draft using Microsoft 
Publisher.  You are going to be WOWED by their articles. Articles are due out in April!  Be prepared to learn 
something new. 
 
              Mrs. Daly’s Math classes have been exploring fractions, mixed numbers, and addition/subtraction of 
mixed numbers with like denominators.  Wow!  What a mouth full.  Next, they will be working with decimals.   
Recently, we went on an exploration and explored information about European explorers.  We brought the 
European explorers back to Cottage Lane.  Just kidding! Both classes graded each explorer by handing them a 
report card.  They were graded on different criteria ranging from expectations and accomplishments to perse-
verance and treatment of others.  Boy, they are tough graders.  Come down to our classrooms and check them 
out.   
 
              Cut!  Action!  Cut!  Take 22 and Action!  You might experience some real life acting from those same 
bright classrooms.  Mr. Onativia and Mrs. Wagner have been incorporating Readers’ Theater into their Literacy 
Program based on some of the real life events of the colonial era.  Our very own Mr. Onativia wrote the Read-
ers’ Theater Play titled, Good Morning New Amsterdam.  This play really helped make history come alive.  
Take a bow actors and Mr. Onativia!  
 
              Are you tired of looking at the grim scenery outside this winter?  Are you tired of being cold?  Well if 
you have Spring fever, stop in room 307 and check out our Wisconsin Fast Plants.  They are growing at an ac-
celerated rate.  They make the perfect experiment to assist with our Ecosystem’s Unit and also brighten up the 
room!  We can’t wait to pollinate them and see if we can produce seeds for next year!   
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CLE Instrumental Spring Concert is June 10. 
 
              The Cottage Lane Elementary School Music Department will present their annual Spring Concert on 
Tuesday, June 10 at 7:30 PM. The program will take place in the Tappan Zee HS Auditorium. 
 
              Featured for the evening will be the String Orchestra, comprised of all 4th and 5th graders currently in 
the music program; the Symphonic Band, comprised of 4th graders and the Concert Band, comprised of 5th 
graders. 
 
              All parents, relatives and friends are invited. The program is free to the public. 
 
              We ask that our students dress appropriately for their performance. “Concert Dress” for boys is a white 
dress shirt (with a collar) and tie, black pants and black dress shoes. Girls may wear black slacks or a black skirt 
but are asked to wear a white blouse or shirt. 
 
              This is the conclusion of a year of weekly lessons, rehearsals and preparation for an event that is usu-
ally SRO (standing room only). 
 
              We look forward to seeing you there. Please email Mr. Yassky (cyassky@socsd.org) with any ques-
tions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CLE Music Department: Charles Yassky, William Hughes, Jonathan Rossi, Matthew Rotjan and Lisa Kahn. 
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Land, ho! 
Mrs. Coatti and Ms. Christie-Blick 

by Hannah Lildharrie 
 
 
              Time to explore mates!  This year Mrs. Coatti’s class made a Big Book of Explorers.  I shouldn’t say 
just Mrs. Coatti’s class because Ms. Christie-Blick’s class made one too!  I know what you’re thinking!  
What’s so special about a book of explorers?  Well I am as quick as a whip so I can answer that question for 
you.  The Big Book of Explorers is obviously a book that teaches you about explorers.  It includes important 
information about Christopher Columbus, Giovanni da Verrazano, Sam-
uel de Champlain, Jacques Cartier, John Cabot, and Henry Hudson.  
Our Big Book of Explorers is a great book because it tells you interest-
ing facts like the years the explorers sailed, the countries they sailed for, 
the motives (which means reasons) they had for sailing, and their ac-
complishments.  Most importantly, the authors included their voices in 
the book!  I can’t tell you anymore.  You will just have to read this 
amazing book to learn all about the European explorers.  
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Finance Fridays 
Mr. Moretti’s Students taxed Every Friday 

 
              While many of us look to Friday as one day closer to the weekend, Mr. Moretti’s students get excited 
for a very different reason.  They all know that Finance Friday is on the last day of each week of school and 
know that they will always learn something new and exciting about the topics of money and finance.  All of Mr. 
Moretti’s little money makers love knowing that the time put into these special lessons will benefit them as they 
grow into adulthood.   
 
              As adults, we all know that the first couple of months of each year remind us that we need to pay our 
taxes.  The boys and girls in Mr. Moretti’s class have learned many ways on how to use taxes to save you 
money.  They have learned how the government is actually very generous contrary to what we may believe.  
These lessons have been the focal point of the Finance Friday Program; earning, saving and investing instead of 
earning, spending and wasting.  Recently, during our special money sessions, we have been studying the differ-
ences between good debt and bad debt, and how both of these types of debt can be either beneficial or very tax-
ing on us.  Unbelievably, most of the kids in Mr. Moretti’s class can analyze a property and tell you if it is a 
good opportunity for investment or not.  They will tell you exactly what due diligence is.  Wow!  This is great 
news.  They are like little sponges, just soaking up all this great knowledge.  Ask any of Mr. Moretti’s students 
and they will tell you that many times mistakes are made, but those mistakes are simply new opportunities to 
gain wisdom and knowledge.  They’ll also tell you that we can all create more money for ourselves only if we 
truly start to understand and expose ourselves to new ideas.  All of Mr. Moretti’s students continue to look for-
ward to riding along the Finance Friday train well into the future. 

A Valentine Challenge 
By: Mrs. McBride 

 
              The following math problem was posed to students in the fourth grade: 
I bought a box of candy for myself last week.  However, by the time I got home I had eaten ¼ of the candies.  As 
I was putting the groceries away, I ate ½ of what was left.  There were 6 chocolates left in the box.  How many 
chocolates were in the box to begin with?  The correct answer: 16 candies. Twenty-one students participated in 
the challenge by solving the problem, writing an explanation and creating a three-dimensional representation.  
Congratulations to Barry Grant, Sydney Nelson, Stephanie Cambrea, and  Caitlin Taduran. They received Valen-
tine prizes for the most accurate representation and detailed explanation.   
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Springtime News 
By P. Doctor, E. Murphy, and S. Schneider 

 
              On the evening of April 1st our classes along with their families had a Pot Luck Dinner.  Thank you to 
all the families who brought in their special dishes to share with others.  What a feast we had that evening!  The 
purpose of this special gathering was to view their individual family albums.  These albums were the finale of a 
four month project, which included letter and story writing, lists, drawings, and copies of documents.  Although 
done as a social studies/ELA project, the skills learned will be utilized throughout all grades, and the memories 
of this experience will last forever.   
 
As a culminating activity of our Models and Design Unit, our “inventors” created inventions, which were dem-
onstrated and displayed at our Invention Convention, which was held on February 14th.  Parents always enjoy 
seeing the unique ideas the children come up with. 
 
              In April our students will be visiting and participating in the Mu Fest at the high school.  The math 
honor students, who create challenging and diverse games for others to play on this day, organize the Mu Fest.  
The purpose of our trip is to model and prepare our classes with ideas for their State Fair games, which is our 
end of the year fifth-grade project.  The students will be working in class and at home to design their own games, 
which may incorporate math, science, social studies, and/or ELA.  They will host and challenge other students in 
the fifth grade.   
 
              We are very proud of the children on our team, who are working hard to prepare for middle school.  As 
the end of the year quickly approaches, we look forward to the many activities that are scheduled.  

              The go-carts have finally crossed the finish line.  Our culminating event was the Cottage Lane 500!  
Our next unit of study is the Sound Unit.  The students will be investigating all the aspects of sound through 
numerous hands-on activities.  The first activity in this unit will include having the children go on a “sound” 
walk.  We look forward to the rest of this exciting unit! 
 
                                                                        Fifth Grade Science Team 
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Mrs. Lane’s Classes 
 

              Students have completed learning the states, capitals, and abbreviations for   the 50 U.S. states. They 
are now working on individual state reports. Research has begun and students are agreeing that, yes, learning 
can be fun!  Each student has to explore interesting facts about their state and in addition to the written report; 
they must make a poster advertising the state encouraging others to read about and/or visit the state. 
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Look Who’s In the Directors Chair… 
By: Mr. McAuliffe and Ms. Sullivan’s Class 

 
              During the months of February and March 2008, Mr. McAuliffe and Ms. Sullivan’s Fifth Grade ELA 
class has been studying famous speeches throughout American history. With the help of some fantastic web 
sites (ex. American Rhetoric.com) and the smart board we were able to go back in time and observe some of 
the more famous speeches of the last sixty years like Pres. Roosevelt’s Pearl Harbor speech, Dr. King’s I Have 
a Dream Speech and Jim Valvano’s Don’t Ever Give Up speech and many more. After viewing these speeches 
we analyzed the importance of the speech, what made the speaker effective, how the audiences responded to 
the speech and the speeches effect on history in general. After analyzing each of the speeches as a whole class, 
in small groups and individually Mr. McAuliffe and Ms. Sullivan had an extra special treat in store.  
 
        We randomly drew names of famous speeches from a hat. We researched the speech on the internet and 
edited the speech. Then with the use of our computers here at Cottage Lane we became the famous speaker, by 
recording the speeches on the computer using the Windows Movie Maker program. Next we researched pic-
tures of the famous speaker and the event with the help of Google Images. We were then able to add the pic-
tures to our recorded speech. Lastly, Mr. McAuliffe and Ms. Sullivan modeled for us how to include visual ef-
fects and transitions. We are proud to say that we created our 
very own videos of these speeches. If you would like to view 
our videos please let us know we would love to show you! Here 
is a list of our famous speakers: Pres. Kennedy, Pres. Nixon, 
Pres. Reagan, Pres. Carter, Pres. Washington, Pres. Lincoln, 
Pres. Johnson, Pres. F. Roosevelt, Pres. G.W. Bush, Pres. Wil-
son, Dr. King, Winston Churchill, Caesar Chavez, Susan B. An-
thony, Gen. MacArthur, Patrick Henry and Lou Gehrig.    

Ms. Erickson’s Update 
 
              In Room 309, Ms. Erickson’s class has been exploring nonfiction. They’ve been using magazines, 
newspapers, resource books, and encyclopedias to find headings, subheadings, photographs, etc found in nonfic-
tion text. The students are working towards writing an informational article about one individual who has in-
spired or changed the way we live today. In the month of March, the class also used creativity and cooperation to 
write symbolic nursery rhymes. While drawing symbols to show the characters and actions from the nursery 
rhymes, the students were asked to both have their hands on the pencils at all times. The class has been having 
lots of fun in ELA! 
 
              Science in Room 309 is going very well. So far in the Ecosystems Unit the young scientists have been 
growing controlled and experimental plants. For the experimental plants, they had the choice to change the light, 
space, fertilizer, or water. They will continue to observe the plants to see what interesting results await them! 
 
              Olivia Rogo was a great humanitarian for her birthday! Instead of getting gifts she asked for donations 
for a charity called Guiding Eyes for the Blind. The money was for dogs so they can grow up and become dogs 
to help the blind. We hope the dogs will become great seeing-eye dogs with Olivia’s support! 
 
Written by Alice Tao & Olivia Rogo 
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Our Wilson Bentley Celebration 
By:  Miss Chiappetta & Mrs. Kane 

 
              On March 14th, 2008, Mrs. Kane & Miss Chiappetta’s class cele-
brated the photographer Wilson Bentley.  Liam, Fred, Luis, Jason, Joe, Will, 
and Mika began this exciting project by reading the story, Snowflake Bentley, by Mary Azarian.  The story is a 
true one about a boy born in Vermont in 1865.  From the time he was a small boy, Wilson Bentley thought 
snowflakes were small miracles whose beauty should be appreciated by all.  The student’s agreed! 
 
              Some student’s created timelines of the life of Wilson Bentley, later known as The Snowflake Man. 
Others cut and designed snowflakes out of paper. Still others illustrated favorite scenes from the book.  One 
student even helped to write a script that was performed later on. In the end, the student’s brought this story to 
life as they became the characters and reenacted this wonderful story of the man who was the very first person 
to EVER photograph a snowflake.  We learned how difficult this task really was and how Wilson displayed 
such perseverance - the word of the month!  The students performed their reenactment for their classmates and 
other teachers at Cottage Lane Elementary.  We all had a wonderful time sharing accomplishments during this 
fun event, eating snowflake cookies and having just plain fun.  

10 

 
Mrs. Lane’s ELA Class 

 
              To agree or not to agree…. that is the question asked by the students of Mrs. Lane’s ELA class when 
embarking upon their Editorial Unit.  Students brainstormed elements of editorials and possible topics.  They 
read editorials written by other students, as well as editorial and opinion articles in newspapers and magazines. 
Upon choosing a topic – position statements were written and topics were researched to provide factual data to 
support their opinions. The result was well thought opinion papers.  Students chose to opine about the following: 
Erin:      Stop smoking  ... it is bad for you! 
Michael: Driving while using a cell phone is dangerous! 
Katiana: Summer vacation is too long! 
Courtney: Lunch period is too short! 
Kevin: America should do something about childhood obesity! 
Addison:  I highly suggest that children under 17 do not purchase M (Mature) rated video games! 
Henry: Obesity is a huge problem in the United States!\ 
Dan:  Don’t you think weekends should be longer? 
Rachel:  In my opinion, school uniforms are not necessary! 
Devki:  The Kumon Learning Center can help you improve your academic skills! 
Amit:  In opinion, lunch and recess could be improved by being longer? 
Jarrad:  If you go away for a break from school, you should not forget about your school work. 
Luke:  The price of gas is too high! 
Marlena:  Pollution is a big problem in the world! 
Angelica:  I think that people should not drink and drive! 
Mikey:  I am in favor of the rebuilding of the Tappan Zee Bridge. Are you? 
Derek: School weeks should be shorter. 
Jessie:  Is basketball practice really more important than doing your homework? 
Katie: Let’s all work together and stop pollution! 
Jenna:  Kids stay inside too long. They should get fresh air and play outside more! 
 
              As you can see, these are very thought provoking positions and topics.  
Do you agree or disagree?  Your point of view will certainly add to the debate 
of these issues. 
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Animals on the Loose at Cottage Lane! 
by Caitlin Neier and Classmates  

(with a little help from Ms. Christie-Blick) 
 
 
              The animals were gone! Ms. Christie-Blick’s class searched everywhere: under tables, in desks, under 
backpacks, in the closets, even inside the science cupboard. Ms. Christie-Blick called us to the rug. We thought. 
We searched some more. Some kids were mad at their animals. Others were worried. Some just panicked. Every-
one called out ideas at the same time, wondering where the animals could be, so it was hard to hear individuals. 
It was hard even to think.  
 
              We had just returned from PE, thinking our stuffed animals would be where we had left them, reading 
at our desks. We had been studying about amazing animals and had been bringing our stuffed animals to school. 
On other occasions, the animals had done some crazy activities while we were out of the room, but never as 
crazy as this! 
 
              When Ms. Christie-Blick began tidying the room, she put up the projector screen. We all screamed! 
There, on the chalkboard, once hidden by the screen, was a note from our animals. “Dear Children, we’ve gone 
on an adventure! Love, Animals.”  
 
              Everybody stared at the board in disbelief. We thought it was just whacky. “This is unbelievable. How 
could they run away without being noticed?” everybody questioned. “We need to find them!” 
 
              Just then our phone rang. It was Mrs. Acito, our assistant principal. She said she had just returned to her 
office and had discovered a crowd of animals in there reading her books! We said we’d be right down.  We 
quickly lined up and rushed to her office. 
 
              When we arrived, there were animals everywhere. Some were on her desk. Others were on the floor. All 
were reading. Some of the little ones we didn’t even see at first because they were behind their books. We were 
curious to see what exactly they were reading, because they were so involved in their stories that they didn’t 
even look up when we entered the room.  
 
Everyone flew to their animals and began talking. “Why did you leave?” John demanded.  
 
              “We were so worried!” cried Livy.  
 
              “You are so adorable!” Em exclaimed delightedly. 
 
              “How’s your book?” asked Alec. 
 
              We joined our animals and read aloud to them, helping them 
turn the pages. Together we traveled to a pumpkin patch, a California 
bottle house, a magical land with unicorns, and to a beach with a boy 
and his red balloon. The books took us on all sorts of adventures. We 
loved them as much as our animals did. We discovered, just as our 
animals had, that reading and adventure go together. 
 
              All too soon, it was time to escort our animals back to class.  We had all had such a good time that those 
guilty little animals didn’t even say, “Sorry”.  

11 
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Finding Big Ideas in Books 
Mrs. Rudin and Mrs. Caunitz 

 
 The students on the Rudin/Caunitz team have been exploring themes in literature. By “reading between the lines,” 
we can uncover the author’s message.  
 
Hira Ozair writes:  
“Theme is the whole idea of the book, and it allows people to understand the book. Theme is the author’s message. 
The author doesn’t write the theme in the book; you have to figure out the theme.” 
 
Courtney Keane elaborates on this idea: 
“To find the theme, you have to use the illustrations, characters, setting, problem, solution, events and the author’s 
words. You have to dig deep to pull out the key clues that sometimes the author gives you to figure out the theme.” 
 
Alex Li agrees: 
“Sometimes the theme is difficult to find and you need to infer. Themes can be found in what the characters say, 
things the characters do, and some other ways. In my opinion, theme is the coat of the story that holds it together.” 
 
Mrs. Caunitz’s class read biographies of several famous Americans for this unit; Mrs. Rudin’s class focused on 
books by the author Eve Bunting. We are impressed with the BIG IDEAS that our students have discovered through 
their reading and want to share some of them with you. 
 
Duke Ellington by Andrea Davis Pinkney  
Jason Girolami concludes: 
“Life is like a racecar … it goes slow on the turns and fast on the straight-a-ways, then finally hits the finish line.”   
 
Rosa Parks by Rosa Parks 
Amanda Boiano states: 
“All people should be treated with respect no matter who you are or what you look like.”  
 
Roberto Clemente by Jonah Winter                                                                                         
Franchesca Ramirez declares: 
“If you don’t try as hard as you can, you are wasting your life.” 
                                                                                        
Kyle Mirabal and Nicholas Rodriguez, after reading Eve Bunting’s I Have an Olive Tree, determined the theme to 
be the importance of memories and home. They interpret the author’s message as follows:  “Family is always in 
your heart.” 
 
Brandon Cook read The Wall, and reports that the theme is honor. The message: “Be proud of what someone has 
done for you even if they’re gone.” 
 
Daniel Reda read Cheyenne Again. He feels that the author’s message is that you 
should not try to change a person if they are different. 
 
Jordan Zarzour pointed out, after reading Dandelions, that the key quotation in the 
book was “It’s not easy being transplanted.” She said that the flowers are a meta-
phor for the family moving to a new place, and that the author’s message is that “it 
takes time to fit in somewhere new.” 
 
We think that reading and analyzing books with such positive messages will help 
to shape the characters of our wonderful students and lead them to a deeper appre-
ciation of good literature. Keep reading! 12 
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Special Delivery From 107 & 109 J.K. Rowling Road 
Mrs. Heilbronn, Ms. Mueller, Ms. Murphy 

 
              The year continues to be fun filled for our fifth grade classes.  The children are immersed in many dif-
ferent genre studies and they are fine-tuning their writing skills as well.  We have completed our fantasy unit 
with a culminating activity consisting of the children writing their own fantasy stories.  Their wonderful stories 
took us all to new places.  Our students have been engrossed in a historical fiction genre study.  We have read 
books from different periods in history.  We are having terrific book talks revolving around the historical fiction 
chapter books that we are reading. 
 
              Our classes participated in the Rockland Read-In.  Students brought in a great range of books from 
magazines to books of their choice.  A great day was had by all!  A special thanks to all of our parents who con-
tinue to support their children and daily reading. 
 
              The students took an educational field trip to see the play Freedom Train:  The Story of Harriet Tub-
man.  Prior to the trip the students took a virtual tour of the Underground Railroad using the Smartboard.  This 
activity helped to enhance their understanding of the historical events during this time.  The students have suc-
cessfully mastered the location of states and their capitals.  We continue to move forward learning about the his-
tory of the United States and Canada. 
 
              In science we have completed our unit on models and designs.  The children had the opportunity to in-
vestigate and construct black boxes.  The children were more than enthusiastic when designing and constructing 
their go-carts.  They learned and followed the process of an engineer. The children also discovered the variables 
contributing to the success of their go-cart including friction, size of wheel, potential and kinetic energy.  Stu-
dents had the chance to show off their high performing go-carts as we raced our way to the Cottage Lane 500. 
The students put their young engineering minds to work as they created their one-of-a-kind inventions.  Their 
hard work was celebrated at our invention convention.  Thank you to all who support our inventors at work.     
We cannot believe how fast the year is flying by.  The upcoming months will bring new and exciting projects the 
children’s way.  We appreciate all of your continued support in helping to make this year a wonderful learning 
experience for the children. 

Technology Bits and Bytes 
By Mr. Tanenbaum 

 
Students just completed work on their bridge designs.  Winners will be announced soon.  Fourth grade students 
are working on Publisher and 5th graders have begun a unit on Powerpoint.  Did you know you that almost 
everything we do on the computer at school can be done on a home computer for free?  Open Office is a free 
program that is very similar to the Microsoft Office programs we use at school.  It works on both Windows and 
Macintosh computers.  For this and many other free software titles that we use in school, 
visit my website 
 
http://www.socsdteachers.org/jtanenbaum/cle_portal/ 
 
You can explore links to various internet based lessons or just click the link at the bottom 
to access a list of free software you can download to your home computers.  Students, 
please do not download any software without asking permission from your families. 
 
Enjoy! 
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On March 14th Ms. Sorrentino, Mr. Con-
naughton, Mrs. Tan, Mr. Krump, and Mr. 

McAuliffe worked together by using a series 
of activities to celebrate Pi Day. The students 
were able to explore the parts of a circle on 
the smartboard, listen to a wonderful read-

aloud of Sir Cumference and the Dragon of Pi 
by Mr. Krump and then participate in one of 

three activities: 
1.    Determining the circumference of 

objects 
2.    Exploring how circumference affects 

the go-carts created in science 
3.    Discovering and using the different 

words associated with circumference 
and Pi. 

We hope all the students had a wonderful 
time and we look forward to making it bigger 
and better for next year ! ! ! ! 
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Ms. Sorrentino’s math classes have spent some time put-
ting their math knowledge to good use. They have been 
creating their own math game boards. The students 
worked in groups and wrote their own instructions, cre-
ated the game board, the pieces and decided how math 
will be used in the game. They came up with some won-
derful ideas and I would not be surprised if we see some 
of these games on store shelves someday! ! ! ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

That is right folks, Ms. Sorrentino’s class had a bunch of wonderful surprise guests visit the classroom. “Dr. 
Sorrentino” performed a talk show and invited “Legendary People” to be her guests. She asked them gruel-
ing questions in order to discover what made them so legendary. Her guests ranged from Wilt Chamberlain, 
Mickey Mantle, Audrey Hepburn, Che Guevera, Bill Gates and even a few Elvis’ made an appearance! ! ! ! 
Boy, what a show it was ! ! ! 
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I Am 
By Cordelia Mutter 

 
 
I am a sailor of the Hudson River 
I wonder about all the problems in the world, and how some of them will never be solved 
I hear the wind that one day will be so polluted 
I see the stumps of chopped-down trees and know that they will never grow again 
I want the world to have no global warming, pollution, war, or any people who want to hurt others 
I am a somebody in a world of people, some of which don’t care a thing about the world and what is happen-
ing to it 
 
I pretend to be in the earth’s shoes, to try and see what it thinks about what is happening to it 
I feel the coldness of water and the terribleness of oil or gasoline in it 
I touch the faces of many people; some wrinkled, some smooth, some pretty, some ugly, but know that they 
are all beautiful and caring somewhere inside 
I worry about Africa, and how poor it is, and how much fighting there is going on inside of it for almost no 
reason at all 
I cry for all the people who lost their lives or family members in war, thinking about why we even need war 
in the first place 
I am somebody who knows something about nature that some don’t know- 
We are treating it horribly and destroying everything in it  
 
I understand the beauty of nature  
I say, in my head, how if we aren’t careful, humans and all creatures will go extinct before the sun goes out 
I dream of the day where there will be a president who will never get us in war, understands nature and ani-
mals, and will do anything to save it 
I hope that there will still be an Antarctica when the sun goes out 
I am somebody who loves 
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Art News 
By Mrs. Benson 

 
               The halls are alive with the sound of music. That's right, to celebrate Music in Our Schools Month 
and Youth Art Month (every year in March), students at Cottage Lane used a variety of musical instruments 
from around the world as models for contour line drawings in charcoal, glue and crayon rubbings and yarn-
template prints. The results were as stunning as they were varied and you should 

make a point to visit the gallery-like halls of the school be-
cause right now, they're really singing with colors and 
shapes. In the hall by the cafeteria, you can view the splatter 
art paintings, inspired by Jackson Pollack and the primary 
colors (Pop-Art Quiz: Do you remember what they are?). 
The hall by the library is now home to the beautiful Owls in 
a Landscape mixed media pictures by CLE 5th graders. 
Come and see if you can figure out Who's Whoooo. Coming 
soon: City scapes from our 4th graders and a special clay 
day to be held outside in honor of how the Native Ameri-
can's created their handicrafts. 
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Eco-friendly Class 

Written by Caroline Kleiner and David Pritzl with the help of Ms. O’Brien 
 
              Did you know that the North Pole, a site covered in thick sea ice, could be under water during the sum-
mer months in less than 10 years? It doesn’t seem possible, but it’s true due to the effects of global warming. Our 
class has been studying the environment and learning what we can do to reduce our “carbon footprint.” 
 
              We began our long-term eco-friendly unit by educating ourselves on many of the aspects of the envi-
ronment through a nonfiction language arts unit. Since there is quite a bit of information out there, we decided to 
research different topics and share our information through articles. Members of our class are researching global 
warming, fossil fuels, water, endangered animals, the rainforest, transportation, “green” buildings and alternative 
forms on energy. Phew! Our brains are steaming from the input of knowledge! 
 
              Besides writing articles, we also studied our own impact on the environment at home and at school. We 
recorded and made tally marks for each item we threw into trash cans in our house. This way we could really see 
what was filling our trash that was headed for landfills. In addition, we analyzed what we threw into the trash 
after lunch at school. YUCK! After analyzing our trash, we realized there was quite a bit we could do to reduce 
the amount we threw out.  By reducing, reusing and recycling and just making wiser choices in our classroom 
and at home, we’ve noticed a big difference in the amount of trash we put into our wastebaskets.   
 
              We were thrilled to have Elaine Brown, a representative from the Cornell Cooperative Extension, visit 
our classroom to teach us about composting. She taught us why and how to compost and even gave us a compost 
bin that we will use to compost appropriate food scraps from our lunches. Maybe the compost we make could be 
used to enrich the soil in the school’s garden. 
 
              One last thing we would like to share is that we have been working with a graduate student in environ-
mental studies, Gil BenMeir, to learn even more. So far, he’s taught us about sustainability and about the distri-
bution of natural resources. One lesson really hit home. First, he broke us into groups and we identified the natu-
ral resources needed to make certain products. He brought in an organic pizza cut into 10 pieces. Our mouths 
were watering! We talked about the natural resources needed to make the pizza. Then he gave 8 of the ten pieces 
to one group and the remaining groups shared 
the 2 other pieces. It wasn’t fair! Some of us 
didn’t get much pizza at all and other people 
received quite a bit. We learned from this activ-
ity, though. We learned that just a few countries 
use MANY of the earth’s resources. Do you 
think this is fair? We look forward to Gil’s 
weekly visits. 
 
              We’ve mostly studied trash to this 
point, but we will soon learn about conserving 
and protecting water and energy. Hopefully, 
changes we have made in our own behaviors 
will make a difference when it comes to protect-
ing the earth. 
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